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The PIF Steering Committee has thought it would be helpful to use the annual 
January issue of this newsletter to report on progress we’ve made over the past 
year in implementing the PIF Strategic Action Plan. This Plan was only finalized 
in June 2012, so we’ve not actually had a full year of action yet. Nonetheless, this 
reporting will help both to acknowledge work accomplished to date as well as to 
stay focused and keep moving.  But before we get into that, two things: 
 
Bird Conservation Partnerships 
 
PIF, Shorebirds and Waterbirds met for most of a week in Arlington earlier this 
month to discuss priorities and strategies for moving our birds – collectively the 
vast majority of bird species in North America – to a higher profile. One of the 
simple decisions we made was to quit calling these “bird initiatives.” After all, PIF 
is in its 23rd year and both Shorebirds and Waterbirds are around 15 years old. 
Thus, we are far beyond being initiatives. Our partnerships work, and we are 
here for the long haul. So, from now on, we will use the term “Bird Conservation 
Partnerships.” 
 
5th International Partners in Flight Conference 
 
As everyone knows, we are on our way to our 5th International Conference,  
Advancing Bird Conservation Across the Americas, to be held 25-28 August 
2013, at Cliff Lodge in Snowbird, Utah. We have a dedicated web site for this 
conference – www.pifv.org – and  are posting details as quickly as we can get 
them finalized. The format of this conference will build on that of McAllen in that 
all of the sessions will be orchestrated. This time, our goal is to deliver specific 
bird conservation projects at the end of the week that are more or less ready for 
funding. There will not be a call for oral papers although there will be a call for 
posters. We plan to have at least two nights of poster sessions that we expect 
will be large and will have serious bird conservation content. A special thanks to 
the American Bird Conservancy for taking the lead on this one. I’m still 
recovering from McAllen. 
 
STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN PROGRESS REPORTS 
 
The Strategic Action Plan is available on our web site, and I encourage you to 
take a look at the 87 specific tasks we’ve identified to be accomplished over its 3-
year timeframe. Everyone can contribute somewhere!  

http://www.partnersinflight.org/
http://www.savingoursharedbirds.org/
http://www.stateofthebirds.org/
http://www.pifv.org/
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The reports I’ve received vary in their level of detail. Rather than spending a lot of 
time in editing mode, I will pass these along below pretty much as I’ve received 
them. And certainly, this is not all of the progress. 
 
SPECIAL REQUEST – I’ve learned that we need to more frequently and more 
clearly communicate PIF progress to those who are not in the PIF community. To 
that end, please send me 1-page success stories that are in color, include 1-2 
photos, 1-2 graphics, and just enough text to tell the story. Assume that the 
reader will have to understand it in 10-15 seconds. Send these any time. They 
can cover anything we’ve done, not just items in the Strategic Action Plan. The 
Bird Education Alliance for Conservation has offered to review these stories so 
that our messaging is clear and effective. Thanks in advance!!—Terry Rich 
(terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
Goal 1 – Increase our capacity to support full life cycle conservation. 
 
Objective 1— Identify the relative importance of factors limiting 
populations throughout the annual life cycle for high priority species 
identified in Saving Our Shared Birds. 
 
The Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) is funding and managing 
a project on North American grassland conservation under its Healthy 
Communities and Ecosystems 2010 – 2015 strategic plan priority.  This project 
builds on the CEC’s previous years of support for grassland conservation in 
North America.  The current project, entitled North American Grasslands: 
Management Initiatives and Partnerships to Enhance Ecosystem and Community 
Resilience, is to enhance ecological integrity and sustainability of North American 
grassland biodiversity by engaging communities, developing partnerships and 
sharing sustainable management practices for producers on rangelands.  The 
Canadian Wildlife Service and U.S. and Mexican agencies are members of the 
tri-national advisory committee. Joint Ventures (Sonoran and Rio Grande) Joint 
Ventures, and the Mexican Regional Alliance for Chihuahuan Desert Grasslands 
Conservation are also involved, with plans to include leadership and participation 
from other Joint Ventures like the Prairie Habitat JV in Canada.—Sarah Wren 
(sarah.wren@ec.gc.ca)   
 
The Science and Technology branch of Environment Canada is in the process of 
publishing a series of papers that estimate the magnitude of anthropogenic 
sources of bird mortality including: feral and domestic cats, collisions with 
vehicles, tall buildings, houses, communication towers and transmission lines, 
pesticides, commercial forestry, agriculture, marine bycatch, wind energy, oil and 
gas, mining and road maintenance. Publication is anticipated in 2013 in the 
journal Avian Conservation and Ecology.--Elsie Krebs (Elsie.Krebs@ec.gc.ca)  
 

mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
mailto:sarah.wren@ec.gc.ca
mailto:Elsie.Krebs@ec.gc.ca
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The USFWS is also supporting a project similar to that in Canada (see above) 
seeking to provide the best estimates of anthropogenic sources of mortality of 
various bird species populations in the US.—Tom Will (tom_will@fws.gov)    
 
The USFWS is supporting a project to provide state-of-the-art full life cycle 
models for three different types of migratory birds. The goal is to produce models 
to help us identify factors likely limiting the populations of as many species as 
possible. Currently, limiting factors are known for relatively few species.—Tom 
Will (tom_will@fws.gov)  
 
Several research projects being conducted by the US Geological Survey’s 
Sonoran Desert Research Station are designed to evaluate population-level 
impacts on priority species. These include 1) Spatiotemporal and phenological 
patterns of bird migration and the influence of climate in the Madrean Sky Island 
archipelago and North American Southwest, 2) The influence of desert fires on 
avian populations in the Southwest, 3) Contributions of stopover habitat in the 
Desert Southwest to neotropical migrant birds, 4) The influence of habitat 
management activities on avian community structure in pinyon juniper habitat 
over the Colorado Plateau, and 5)  Avian community responses of tamarisk 
defoliation over the Colorado Plateau by the introduced tamarisk beetle.—
Charles van Riper III (charles_van_riper@usgs.gov) 
 
Through a series of partnerships in the US including the US Forest Service 
International Programs (USFSIP), the Klamath Bird Observatory (KBO), the 
Redwood Sciences Laboratory (RSL) and the North American Banding Council 
(NABC) and international including the Costa Rica Bird Observatories (CRBO), 
the National Institute of Biodiversity (INBio) we have developed a workshop to 
further capacity in Meso-American countries, we have conducted a regional 
certification session of banders resulting in 3 new NABC trainers for Central 
America, additionally through agreement between KBO and CRBO candidates 
are carefully selected to be trained in Costa Rica for 10 months and outstanding 
students are eligible to continue their training at KBO, resulting in highly qualified 
individuals with organizational support in their home country. At this point, Costa 
Rica and El Salvador count with 3 NABC trainers, providing independence to 
continue training in their countries. All CR trainers are currently fulltime staff 
members of CRBO and perform training as part of their duties. Also, the USFSIP 
provides wide support to CRBO ensuring in-country training of over 20 
candidates every year through their internship program.—Pablo Elizondo 
(jpelizondo@pifcostarica.org)  
 
Objective 2: Maintain and expand the scientific foundation for full life cycle 
conservation 
 
In collaboration with the North Pacific LCC and many partners, PRBO 
Conservation Science, Klamath Bird Observatory and, American Bird 
Conservancy, developed a tool to inform management about the effects of 

mailto:tom_will@fws.gov
mailto:tom_will@fws.gov
mailto:charles_van_riper@usgs.gov
mailto:jpelizondo@pifcostarica.org
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climate change on 26 bird species found in Western Washington, Oregon and 
California. This tools allows users to: 1)View spatially explicit projections of 
climate change impacts to 26 bird species; 2) Explore regions of high 
conservation priority; 3) Analyze changes in bird habitat and bird communities; 4) 
Identify new monitoring locations which can improve our understanding of climate 
change impacts; and 5) Download our model results to use in your own analyses. 
 
A preliminary vulnerability assessment of all the birds of North America has been 
completed that builds on what was done for the 2011 State of the Birds Report. 
This assessment evaluates only species traits, following protocol developed by 
IUCN, and does not include habitat or climate predictions. This helps partition 
uncertainty into more discrete pieces. Results have been presented at The 
Wildlife Society annual conference, at the North American Ornithological 
Conference, and at the Great Basin Consortium Conference. A publication is 
being prepared for a major ornithological journal.—Terry Rich 
(terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
The PIF Science Committee revised the Species Assessment Database in 
preparation of Saving Our Shared Birds in 2010. However, it took much longer 
and much more peer review to update and ensure accuracy of assessment 
scores for the various geographic scales presented in the database. That work 
was completed and the database updated on the RMBO web site in July 2012. 
All landbird planning and priority setting activities should consult the new scores 
available at http://pif.rmbo.org/. Note that the PIF Handbook on Species 
Assessment has also been updated, and it is available on the RMBO site as 
well.—Arvind Panjabi (arvind.panjabi@rmbo.org)  
 
The PIF Science Committee also completed a revision of the Landbird 
Population Estimates Database that was first built for the 2004 North American 
Landbird Conservation Plan. This has been a very long-term project fraught with 
complexities. However, several refinements in the estimation process were 
successfully implemented. The accompanying handbook has also been revised 
to explain the numerous subtleties in the process. As of this date, the new data 
and handbook have not yet been uploaded to the RMBO website, but that should 
happen within the next month or so. A huge amount of credit for pulling this off 
goes to Peter Blancher for wizardry with Excel, GIS, and statistical packages.— 
Ken Rosenberg (kvr2@cornell.edu)  
 
The database of Mexican birds was completed and released by CONABIO - 
http://avesmx.conabio.gob.mx/index.html. AVESMX, the Knowledge Network for 
the Birds of Mexico, contains information about all known species in the country, 
including photographs, updated information on population trends, conservation 
status, distribution throughout the country, and occurrence in various units such 
as biomes and Important Bird Areas.—Humberto Berlanga 
(hberlang@xolo.conabio.gob.mx)  
 

mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
http://pif.rmbo.org/
mailto:arvind.panjabi@rmbo.org
mailto:kvr2@cornell.edu
http://avesmx.conabio.gob.mx/index.html
mailto:hberlang@xolo.conabio.gob.mx
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Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory updated species population trends and scores 
through 2008 in preparation for producing Saving Our Shared Birds, and updated 
them all again during the 2012 update of the PIF Species Assessment Database. 
The next update is planned for 2015. The PIF Science Committee is exploring 
options for storing and reporting multiple population trends, one being the overall 
long-term trend and one or more others covering more recent time periods.—
Kacie Miller (kacie.miller@rmbo.org)  
 
Objective 3:  Direct bird conservation resources toward the highest priority 
needs by providing necessary information about full life cycle landbird 
conservation to international partnerships. 
 
A workshop to begin the vulnerability assessment of the Central American 
avifauna, following the PIF Species Assessment Process, has bee scheduled for 
Las Cruces, Costa Rica, on 10-16  April 2013. The workshop is being developed 
in cooperation with Meso PIF, Pronatura, CONABIO, RMBO, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the  Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the US Forest Service, and 
other partners. The goal of the first workshop is to have participants from each of 
the Central American nations fully understand the uses of species assessment, 
e.g., Saving Our Shared Birds, and the process itself. We expect to also begin 
the actual assessment of species. We appreciate the logistical support of the 
Organization for Tropical Studies.—Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
The PIF Handbook on Species Assessment is being translated into Spanish by 
CONABIO for the above workshop, and to more generally help our LAC partners 
understand the content, purpose and methods of this process.—Terry Rich 
(terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
Klamath Bird Observatory (KBO) works, with support from the US Forest Service 
International Programs, to build international capacities for migratory bird 
monitoring.  First, advanced training is offered at KBO for select international 
student interns. Second, sustained support for former international interns who 
are developing monitoring programs in their home countries is offered through 
mentorship and logistical backing. Ongoing efforts involve collaborations in 
western Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, Costa Rica, Columbia, and Peru. In 2012 
five international interns completed training at KBO. Two of these interns 
achieved North American Banding Council certification.  KBO affiliate Carl 
Fitzjames continues to work in Trinidad and Tobago to advance coordinated 
monitoring in the Caribbean. In 2012, working with the University of the West 
Indies, Carl started a constant effort mist netting station in Brasso Seco and a 
project to survey for migrants in the Caroni Swamp.  Luis Morales, a KBO affiliate 
in western Mexico, is developing the San Pancho Bird Observatory, and has 
received seed funding for a banding workshop, wintering migratory bird surveys, 
and constant effort mist netting efforts to commence in 2013.—John Alexander 
(jda@klamathbird.org)   
 

mailto:kacie.miller@rmbo.org
mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
mailto:jda@klamathbird.org
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In August 2012, the North American Ornithological Conference scientific 
committee, the Canadian Wildlife Service, the North American Banding Council, 
and the Klamath and Iona Island Bird Observatories offered an intensive banding 
workshop in Vancouver, British Columbia. Participants from Canada, the US, 
Mexico, Columbia, and Puerto Rica learned about bird identification, ageing and 
sexing techniques, safe handling procedures, and safe mist net use among other 
topics during this four day course.—John Alexander (jda@klamathbird.org)   
At the North American Ornithological Conference in Vancouver, BC, in August 
2013, PIF presented a symposium on full life cycle bird conservation entitled,  
Hot Topics in the Tropics: Research to Support Full Life-Cycle Conservation of 
Migrants. Although the symposium was on the last afternoon of the conference, 
there was standing room only in the hall.—Janet Ruth (janet_ruth@usgs.gov)  
 
As a member of the PIF Science Committee, Janet Ruth has been working with 
Tom Schulenberg and the Neotropical Birds species account project 
http://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu at Cornell Lab of Ornithology on implementing 
Saving Our Shared Birds (SOSBirds) by making more information available 
about priority species identified in SOSBirds.  Neotropical Birds plans to 
eventually have full species accounts (similar to BNA accounts) for all 
Neotropical bird species.  The goal of this joint project is to ensure that 
Neotropical Birds eventually has such full accounts for all SOSBirds Appendix B 
species, and that language is included about the status of and threats to those 
species according to SOSBirds. In collaboration with the Neotropical Birds 
Project, and CONABIO and other Mexican partners, who are also developing 
species accounts, we have identified a list of priority species to target for species 
accounts.  Thanks to several engaged students and professors from several 
universities and other PIF partners, we have posted three species accounts to 
the website (link above) -- Ocellated Turkey, Nightingale Wren, and Crested 
Eagle.  We have drafts in progress for two more -- Orange-billed Sparrow, and 
Rose-bellied Bunting – and have people signed up for a few more.  If you are 
interested in a list of the target species and volunteering to write an account, 
contact Janet Ruth (janet_ruth@usgs.gov). . 
 
Goal 2 – Integrate Partners in Flight priorities, and objectives into public 
agency, Joint Venture, Landscape Conservation Cooperative and private 
lands natural resource planning and action.  
 
Objective 1: Integrate the Partners in Flight approach with federal and state 
agency management planning and implementation. 
 
Canadian Wildlife Service has been leading work on 25 BCR strategies that 
cover the full extent of Canada. Publication of the strategies is expected in 
2013.  The PIF approach was integrated into the species assessment process 
and setting of population objectives. All data are housed in a national database to 
allow for easy querying at the national or BCR level for inclusion in future 

mailto:jda@klamathbird.org
mailto:janet_ruth@usgs.gov
http://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/
mailto:janet_ruth@usgs.gov
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management planning and implementation and future updates.—Judith Kennedy 
(judith.kennedy@ec.gc.ca))  
 
The Oregon/Washington PIF Working Group is facilitating discussions between 
PIF affiliates and the Forest Service and BLM to develop projects that will focus 
on using PIF’s five elements process in support of broad-scale and project-level 
planning.  The Habitat Conservation for Landbirds in Coniferous Forests of 
Western Oregon and Washington, Version 2.0 was published.  This plan 
identifies 25 focal species as a suite of species representative of important 
habitat components in a functioning coniferous forest ecosystem.—John 
Alexander (jda@klamathbird.org)   
 
Informing Ecosystem Management: Science and Process for Landbird 
Conservation in the Western United States was published. This USFWS 
Biological Technical Publication presents ten examples illustrating both the 
process and science behind bird conservation throughout the western US.  The 
articles, 1) describe integrating bird conservation and effectiveness monitoring 
into land management guidelines with an emphasis on partnerships, and 2) 
present case studies which highlight bird monitoring within the adaptive 
management framework. This technical publication emphasizes both the science 
of monitoring and the process of its integration into land management because 
both are necessary in order for effectiveness monitoring to fully impact decision 
making.—John Alexander (jda@klamathbird.org)   
 
The Oregon/Washington PIF working group and the US Forest Service-BLM 
Service First Program is marketing recommendations that the use of USFWS 
Birds of Conservation Concern Lists, which use the PIF Species Assessment 
Database,  as a source that adds value to Nature for developing management 
related sensitive species lists. 
 
PIF will be meeting with NatureServe in February 2013 to discuss how to cross-
walk the NatureServe species assessment process with that of PIF. Because the 
US Forest Service relies, at least in part, on NatureServe rankings, this is an 
important issue for management of those lands.—Terry Rich 
(terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
PIF partners have worked with the Best Practices team at the Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies to define a shared way forward in species assessment and 
priority setting for the upcoming revisions of State Wildlife Action Plans (SWAPs). 
Further, PIF has offered its assistance, state by state, to provide input and review 
of SWAP revisions.— Rita Dixon (rita.dixon@idfg.idaho.gov) 
 
Oregon/Washington PIF developed Decision Support Tool (DST) workshops to 
highlight the PIF science-based tools that support Ecosystem Management. 
Workshops were held in Bend and Roseburg, OR, and Nisqually and 
Wenatchee, WA. These DSTs can be used for assessing conservation needs, 

mailto:judith.kennedy@ec.gc.ca
mailto:jda@klamathbird.org
mailto:jda@klamathbird.org
mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
mailto:rita.dixon@idfg.idaho.gov
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setting quantifiable management objectives, evaluating management 
alternatives, and monitoring management effectiveness. Other topics included 
bird conservation within the context of ecological forestry and focal species 
management, and performing consistent, high-quality NEPA analyses.  All the 
training materials can be found at www.orwapif.org.  These workshops were 
designed to be picked up by other states and offered with little revision. The 
Idaho Bird Conservation Partnership plans to hold workshops across Idaho in 
2013.--Barb Bresson (bbresson@fs.fed.us) and (terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
Objective 2: Incorporate monitoring and evaluation programs into 
conservation planning and implementation. 
 
The Avian Knowledge Alliance hosted a half-day symposium at The Wildlife 
Society’s 2012 Annual Conference entitled, Monitoring in the Service of Strategic 
Bird Conservation.  Ten distinguished speakers demonstrated the importance of 
linking data from monitoring programs with key bird conservation decision 
makers.  Presentations will be uploaded to our website 
(http://avianknowledgealliance.ning.com/) in early 2013.—Katie Koch 
(katie_koch@fws.gov)  
 
The Avian Knowledge Alliance led a two-day visioning and strategic planning 
session for the Avian Knowledge Network.  This resulted in a dedicated steering 
committee, focused work plan, and increased engagement from other agencies, 
partners, and organizations going forward.  You can access the latest news and 
connect with over 70 individuals at our interactive website 
(http://avianknowledgealliance.ning.com/).—Katie Koch (katie_koch@fws.gov)  
 
Environment Canada has just completed an extensive review of all bird 
monitoring programs in Canada to identify gaps and streamline approaches 
where appropriate.  Document can be downloaded at: 
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/422608/publication.html.   
 
PIF representatives, including representatives from various bird observatories, 
are actively participating on the USFWS Inventory & Monitoring Bird Team. 
The Sierra Nevada Avian Monitoring Information Network 
(http://data.prbo.org/apps/snamin/) is an interactive website used by natural 
resource managers, forest planners and other stakeholders across the Sierra 
Nevada to help inform adaptive management decisions. This site provides easy 
access to current avian monitoring data from all 10 forests regions across the 
Sierra Nevada, allowing users to quickly and easily generate summary, 
abundance, occupancy, and species richness analyses for over 100 bird species. 
Results can be generated from the scale of individual transects, to sets of 
multiple transects within forest service ranger districts, National Forests, or the 
entire bioregion.—Geoff Geupel (ggeupel@prbo.org)  
 

http://www.orwapif.org/
mailto:bbresson@fs.fed.us
mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
http://avianknowledgealliance.ning.com/
mailto:katie_koch@fws.gov
http://avianknowledgealliance.ning.com/
mailto:katie_koch@fws.gov
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/422608/publication.html
http://data.prbo.org/apps/snamin/
mailto:ggeupel@prbo.org
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The Idaho Bird Conservation Partnership and Region 1 of the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service are exploring the use of eBird Spatio-temporal Exploratory 
Models (http://ebird.org/content/ebird/about/occurrence-maps) to provide bird 
occurrence data for Strategic Habitat Conservation in Idaho. These data layers 
would be imported into the Service’s Information, Planning, and Conservation 
System (http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/). Species occurrence models are also available 
from the Northwest Gap Analysis Project (http://www.gap.uidaho.edu/), although 
the current GAP models appear to seriously over-predict occurrence.—Terry 
Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
The Avian Knowledge Alliance unveiled a new strategic plan that tied directly to 
NABCI’s Opportunities for Improving Avian Monitoring (2007) and have 
organized ourselves around priority tasks and linking with other key regional and 
national partnerships.—Katie Koch (katie_koch@fws.gov)    
 
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, as a part of the North American Bird 
Conservation Initiative (NABCI) Monitoring Subcommittee, is compiling all of the 
success stories from the goals identified in NABCI’s 2007 Opportunities for 
Improving Avian Monitoring (http://www.nabci-us.org).  A draft will  be completed 
prior to the February 2013 NABCI meeting.—Kacie Miller 
(kacie.miller@rmbo.org)  
 
The Environmental Change Network (http://data.prbo.org/apps/ecn/) is an 
integrated network of long-term environmental monitoring stations that gather 
information on birds and related environmental information using standardized 
protocols. Users of this LCC ECN-specific web portal can view and download 
predicted distributional changes in landbird, habitat, and climate under future 
climate conditions and find out general information on the progress and evolution 
of the network. Goals and objectives include: prioritizing  conservation activities 
that benefit biodiversity while conserving ecosystems and ecosystem services; 
establishing a network of sites within the LCC boundaries to obtain comparable 
long-term datasets by monitoring a range of common variables of major 
environmental importance; provide for the integration and analysis of these data, 
to identify environmental changes and improve understanding of the causes of 
change; distinguish short-term fluctuations from long-term trends, and predict 
future changes; develop and disseminate natural resource management 
recommendations to public and private interests.—Geoff Geupel 
(ggeupel@prbo.org)   
 
In April 2012, the PIF Western Working Group devoted a full day to the pilot 
project of stepping down the 2012 State of the Birds Report on Public Lands. The 
idea of the step down is to provide specific BLM, US Forest Service, and other 
land management agency offices with detailed reports on species priorities, 
population sizes, and population objectives, and habitat affinities for species that 
occur on their management unit. The pilot started with “aridlands” birds on BLM 
lands, but is now looking at other groups and US Forest Service lands. We hope 

http://ebird.org/content/ebird/about/occurrence-maps
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
http://www.gap.uidaho.edu/
mailto:terry_rich@fws.gov
mailto:katie_koch@fws.gov
http://www.nabci-us.org/
mailto:kacie.miller@rmbo.org
http://data.prbo.org/apps/ecn/
http://data.prbo.org/apps/ecn/index.php?page=nu-register
mailto:ggeupel@prbo.org
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to have the envisioned specific reports for many offices delivered in the first half 
of 2013.—Ken Rosenberg (kvr2@cornell.edu) and Geoff Walsh 
(gwalsh@blm.gov)  
 
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory has created distribution and habitat models for 
the Sage Sparrow and Brewer’s Sparrow to evaluate if these species are 
responding similar to sage-grouse when implementing sage-grouse management 
actions.--Kacie Miller (kacie.miller@rmbo.org)  
 
The Idaho Bird Conservation Partnership, along with Region 1 of the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Idaho State Wildlife Action Plan, are 
exploring the identification of surrogate species as indicators of ecosystem 
function across Idaho. This is in response to both the USFWS new Surrogate 
Species Guidance, and the desire to fully implement Strategic Habitat 
Conservation in Idaho. The Klamath Bird Observatory, PRBO Conservation 
Science, and Pacific Coast Joint Venture have helped explore the biological 
reality and usefulness of the surrogate species concept.—Terry Rich 
(terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and its partners have developed a monitoring 
program that generates abundance and occupancy estimates, and bird-habitat 
models at multiple spatial scales. The Integrated Monitoring in Bird Conservation 
Regions program (IMBCR) provides information from the scale of a forest or 
national park to Bird Conservation Regions. [Note that the next IMBCR meeting 
will be 29-30 January 2013 at the University of Montana in Missoula. See 
Meetings below.]--Kacie Miller (kacie.miller@rmbo.org)  
 
Objective 3: Improve strategic alignment with the Joint Ventures in 
achieving shared landbird conservation goals 
 
Environment Canada is working to develop an indicator of the status of all birds 
that occur in Canada relative to population objectives. This project will provide 
one of the Canadian Environmental Sustainability Indicators (CESI) under the 
Federal Sustainable Development Strategy (FSDS).—Charles Francis 
(charles.francis@ec.gc.ca))  
 
The Tri-Initiative Science Team has delivered two webinars and discussions on 
the Joint Venture Populations Objectives Database. This database, which tracks 
both population estimates and objectives for priority species, is still being 
populated and revised.—Carol Beardmore (Carol_beardmore@fws.gov)  
 
Objective 4:  Integrate and advance landbird conservation objectives 
through private lands habitat delivery programs.  
 
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory is supporting 11 Private Lands Biologists in 3 
states using funds from 9 different partners. The effects of this substantial 

mailto:kvr2@cornell.edu
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increase in capacity to work with private land owners are already being seen.-- 
Kacie Miller (kacie.miller@rmbo.org)  
 
Numerous PIF partners are actively working on the 2013 State of the Birds 
Report on private lands. This will compliment the 2011 report for public lands. 
 
PRBO Conservation Science recently produced the first-ever pocket guide to 
sagebrush identification. Many partners contributed to make possible a useful 
resource for all who work in sagebrush ecosystems.  Like previous pocket guides 
to birds of different habitats, this 3” x 5” guide fits easily into a shirt pocket. Thus, 
it is easy for users to carry in the field. There are at least 27 different kinds 
(species, varieties, ecotypes) of sagebrush. They vary greatly in their size, 
structure, and palatability to wildlife, particularly sage-grouse. Knowing what you 
have is important. 
 
The Central Umpqua Mid Klamath Oak Habitat Conservation Project, funded by 
the NRCS Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) and the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, is a landscape-
scale effort to restore oak woodlands on private lands in southern Oregon and 
northern California.  As a part of this project 15 public and private partners 
leveraged over $3.8 million to restore 2,000 acres of Oregon white oak 
habitat.  The Lomakatsi Restoration Project and Klamath Bird Observatory, two 
local NGOs, are using objectives from regional PIF conservation plans to guide 
the restoration. Habitat objectives for Oak Titmouse, Acorn Woodpecker, Black-
throated Gray Warbler, and other oak woodland species are providing details for 
management prescriptions designed to create oak woodland habitat mosaics, 
restore native perennial grasses, and reintroduce natural fire regimes whenever 
possible. Bird monitoring is being integrated into habitat monitoring efforts to 
assess the effectiveness of restoration based on PIF population objectives. This 
unique collaboration received the 2012 Department of Interior Partners in 
Conservation Award.—John Alexander (jda@klamathbird.org)   
 
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory has obtained two grants to move this objective 
forward: 1) a USDA Sustainable Agriculture, Research and Education Grant to 
develop a training manual, and series of training workshops to increase 
awareness for sagebrush obligate birds and their habitat needs. And 2) a USDA 
NRCS Conservation Innovation Grant to develop a decision support tool to help 
inform land managers how management activities in sagebrush steppe impact 
sagebrush obligate species.—Kacie Miller (kacie.miller@rmbo.org)   
 
Goal 3 – Engage Partners in Flight’s constituencies, audiences, and 
partners in priority conservation actions through more effective education, 
outreach and communications. 
 
International Migratory Bird Day (http://www.birdday.org/) continues to be the 
premier communication and education tool for PIF and other Bird Conservation 

mailto:kacie.miller@rmbo.org
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Partnerships. IMBD themes are materials are closely integrated with the latest 
PIF priorities as a result of constant communication. IMBD is playing a major role 
in achieving the goals and objectives of the 5th International PIF Conference.  
 
We have ongoing discussions with BirdNote (http://birdnote.org/) and have an 
open invitation to submit story ideas on species, issues and places. We’ve also 
provided a list of priority species that have never been covered in a BirdNote 
program, been covered only once, or have been covered but not from the 
perspective of bird conservation. This puts literally dozens of new stories in the 
queue. 
 
Objective 1. Develop and implement a Partners in Flight 
communications strategy. 
 
The Bird Education Alliance for Conservation (BEAC) led the PIF Steering 
Committee in a communications strategy work session in September 2012 and 
developed a resource sheet for committee members to follow as they plan to 
engage audiences to accomplish their assigned tasks. Additionally, BEAC 
developed a communications plan for the release of the Strategic Action Plan in 
May 2012.—Kacie Miller (kacie.miller@rmbo.org) 
 
Objective 2. Enable education, outreach, and communications 
professionals to support and address bird conservation priorities. 
 
PIF partners in the Boise, Idaho, area have created a program called Bird By Bird 
(http://birdbybirdidaho.com/) to assist Idaho teachers in teaching bird 
conservation. Facilitators from USFWS, BLM, Audubon, Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game, and Wild Birds Unlimited provide feeders, seed, optics, and field 
guides to cooperating K-12 classrooms. We then visit the classes at least 
monthly with bird programs and field trips. Students learn skills such as bird 
identification, bird monitoring, data collection and reporting via eBird, what they 
can do for bird conservation (e.g., keep cats indoors, drink bird friendly coffee, 
reduce window collisions), and where to find various kinds of bird information and 
data on the web. This program is suited for implementation across the US and 
Canada, at least. 
 
The Bird Education Alliance for Conservation (BEAC) continues to add Resource 
Sheets and other new materials to the Bird Education Resource Directory 
(http://www.birdday.org/education/resource-index). We have also developed a 
proposal to run a “gap analysis” of the Bird Education Resource Directory, to 
discover what important bird conservation issues do not have materials for ready 
use. Appropriate materials for identified audiences would then be developed and 
made available. 
 
 

http://birdnote.org/
mailto:kacie.miller@rmbo.org
http://birdbybirdidaho.com/
http://www.birdday.org/education/resource-index
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Objective 3. Integrate communications, education, and outreach into PIF 
conservation planning and activities. 
 
The Bird Education Alliance for Conservation led conference planning and the 
work sessions at Bird Conservation Conference in the Northeast 
(http://www.birdconservationconference.org/) in October 2012. These work 
sessions engaged biologists in addressing the “implementation gap” between 
knowing and doing by working through a process to engage people in 
conservation issues. 
 
In 2012, NABCI – Canada published the first State of Canada’s Birds report. It 
draws on 40 years of data to create the first-ever comprehensive picture of the 
current health of Canada's birds. It can be downloaded at:  
www.stateofcanadasbirds.org..  
   
The Canadian Wildlife Service produced a new website that identifies the current 
status of almost 400 species and describes some of their conservation issues. 
The content was developed by synthesizing results stemming from Canada’s 
multiple bird population monitoring programs. The 2011 version of the website 
includes accounts for all species of birds that regularly breed in Canada except 
waterfowl. http://ec.gc.ca/soc-sbc/index-eng.aspx?sL=e&sY=2011. --Charles  
Francis (charles.Francis@ec.gc.ca) 
 
Ashley Dayer (Bird Education Alliance for Conservation) consulted with 
Intermountain West Joint Venture (http://www.iwjv.org/resource/iwjv-strategic-
communications-plan-2011-2015)  and Appalachian Mountain Joint Venture 
(http://amjv.org/documents/AMJV_COMMUNICATIONS_PLAN_2012-11-
15_(final).pdf)  to aid them in linking communications to biological goals in their 
implementation and operational plans. Jennie Duberstein, also with BEAC, is 
working on the education, communications and outreach section of Sonoran 
Joint Venture’s strategic plan.  
 
Objective 4. Better understand our audiences and constituencies 
through human dimensions research. 
 
Ashley Dayer and Kacie Miller are assisting Allison Vogt with planning a Human 
Dimensions workshop for the North American Bird Conservation Initiative US 
Committee meeting in February 2013. This workshop will inform bird 
conservation leaders on the breadth of human dimensions research related to 
bird conservation constituencies and develop recommendations to guide future 
collaborations between the human dimensions research community and the bird 
conservation community. 
 
Goal 4 – Expand the Partners in Flight network and increase financial 
resources to support landbird conservation activities. 
 

http://www.birdconservationconference.org/
http://www.stateofcanadasbirds.org/
http://ec.gc.ca/soc-sbc/index-eng.aspx?sL=e&sY=2011
mailto:charles.Francis@ec.gc.ca
http://www.iwjv.org/resource/iwjv-strategic-communications-plan-2011-2015
http://www.iwjv.org/resource/iwjv-strategic-communications-plan-2011-2015
http://amjv.org/documents/AMJV_COMMUNICATIONS_PLAN_2012-11-15_(final).pdf)
http://amjv.org/documents/AMJV_COMMUNICATIONS_PLAN_2012-11-15_(final).pdf)
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Terry Rich continues to serve on the panel of reviewers for proposals submitted 
to the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act for funding. This helps ensure 
that PIF priority species, habitats, and issues always receive recognition they 
deserve.  
 
A major goal of the 5th International Conference, Advancing Bird Conservation 
Across the Americas (see above), is to identify and achieve consensus on a few 
dozen substantial, critical bird conservation projects across the Western 
Hemisphere that partners can take to major funders for funding. PIF has done a 
very thorough job of assessment, planning and priority setting. We know a great 
deal about what do to for which species, and where. The limiting factor by far is 
simply funding. It’s clear that funding through our traditional avenues – agency 
programs and grant programs – will not begin to meet our needs in the 
foreseeable future. And, of course, the longer we wait to take action, the worse 
the problems become. 
 
 
OTHER ACTIVIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
Website Dedicated to Reducing Bird Collisions with Towers 
 
Michigan State University and Michigan Natural Features Inventory are pleased 
to present our new website dedicated to reducing bird collisions with 
communication towers – http://fewerlights.anr.msu.edu/. This website has been 
prepared for a diversity of users, including biologists, regulators, industry, birders, 
and the general public.  Everyone should find information and resources on the 
site to help them address this important issue. Every year, approximately 7 
million birds die from collisions with communication towers in North America. 
Simple tower light changes 1) are very inexpensive, 2) reduce tower energy 
costs, 3) reduce tower maintenance costs, and 4) reduce bird collisions by more 
than 70%!  The Federal Aviation Administration has approved these tower light 
changes. You can start protecting birds today! Please visit the website and share 
the web address with others!—Joelle Gehring (joelle.gehring@fcc.gov)   
 
Avian Power Line Interaction Committee 2012 Collision Manual 
 
After more than 4 years of work, the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee 
(APLIC) just published the 2012 Collision Manual.  This document updates the 
1994 manual and should serve as the companion document to the 2006 
[electrocution avoidance] Suggested Practices.  Both documents contain most of 
the current and best available science needed to address wire and related 
infrastructure collisions and electrocutions, respectively.  Because the 159-page, 
color document was an expensive one to produce, we ask that anyone interested 
in purchasing copies of the Manual order them online. Our intention is simply to 
break even on the expenses, not to make a profit.—Al Manville 
(albert_manville@fws.gov)  

http://fewerlights.anr.msu.edu/
mailto:joelle.gehring@fcc.gov
mailto:albert_manville@fws.gov
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Save a Billion Birds™ 
 
The Zoological Lighting Institute is looking for volunteers to support the 
Fundraising and Outreach work of Save a Billion Birds™, and the new Save a 
Billion Birds 'Little Birds' Initiative™. The latter program opens a dialogue with 
schools and children, in order to foster mental, spiritual and physical security 
through bird-friendly design. Specifically, we need to develop significant outreach 
throughout 2013, and require partnerships and additional funding to do so. 
Save a Billion Birds reached 100,000 fans on Facebook over the break...with 
very little effort on our part. This new Initiative plans to increase that tenfold by 
2014, and to insist upon bird-friendly architecture as the norm rather than 
laudable exception. We need partners, private and institutional. Please contact 
me if you wish to aid in our efforts.--James Karl Fischer (www.zoolighting.org) 
  
Conservation Birding Milestone 
 
The International Program of the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative (WBCI) 
celebrated a milestone last year.  In August 2012, a WBCI International-
sponsored birdathon in southeast Peru raised $34,000 for the Amazon 
Conservation Association (www.amazonconservation.org), the largest amount 
raised by a WCBI  conservation birding event. Since 2006, WBCI International 
has raised more than $100,000 for migratory habitat protection in Latin America 
via the efforts of a growing cadre of conservation birders. For more information 
contact Craig Thompson (Craig.Thompson@wisconsin.gov)  
 
Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for the Henslow's Sparrow 
 
The Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for the Henslow's Sparrow 
(2012) is now available. To download a PDF of the plan, go 
to http://www.fws.gov/midwest/MidwestBird/concern.html, click on the Henslow's 
Sparrow link, and scroll down to find the plan at the top of the list of documents 
for Henslow's Sparrow.  There are also a limited number of hard copies 
available.—Tom Will (tom_will@fws.gov) 
 
Great Basin Consortium 
 
The GBC is a partnership of partnerships who coordinate and collaborate on 
science delivery in the Great Basin http://environment.unr.edu/consortium/. Their 
mission is “To increase communication and coordination among the partner 
organizations in order to enhance the effectiveness of their research, 
management, outreach and funding activities.” The second consortium 
conference was held in January 2013, and this promises to be a forum where 
even the Intermountain West Joint Venture and Great Basin LCC can find yet 
more partners to work with.—Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 

http://www.zoolighting.org/
http://www.amazonconservation.org/
mailto:Craig.Thompson@wisconsin.gov
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/MidwestBird/concern.html
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Implementing Working Lands for Wildlife for Golden-winged Warblers 
 
Working Lands for Wildlife targets conservation on private lands to restore 
populations of declining species while providing economic benefits to farmers 
and landowners. The Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture is coordinating with 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), and state agencies to 
implement this program for one of its identified species, the Golden-winged 
Warbler. We are training NWTF and NRCS staff on creating and managing 
Golden-winged Warbler habitat and integrating our Best Management Practice 
recommendations into standard conservation practices. For further details, see  
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/financial/wh
ip/?&cid=stelprdb1046975.  
 
Land Manager's Guide to Cavity-Nesting Bird Habitat and Populations in 
Ponderosa Pine Forests of the Pacific Northwest 
 
This guide provides land managers in ponderosa pine habitats with information 
on bird species’ status, distribution, density, habitat relationships, and potential 
responses to habitat management or restoration activities. This information can 
be used to facilitate sound decisions to support bird conservation in the context 
of protection and management of the threatened ponderosa pine ecosystems of 
the Pacific Northwest. Visit the website for further information: 
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/special_reports/PonderosaPinebirdguid
e.pdf  
 
Land Manager’s Guide to Bird Habitat and Populations in Oak Ecosystems 
of the Pacific Northwest 
 
This guide provides land managers in oak habitats with information on bird 
species’ status, distribution, density, habitat relationships, and potential 
responses to oak habitat management or restoration activities. This information 
can be used to facilitate sound decisions to support bird conservation in the 
context of protection and management of the unique and threatened oak 
ecosystems of the Pacific Northwest. The report is divided into two downloadable 
files; part one is the land manager’s guide, and part two are the species 
accounts. Part One: 
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/special_reports/QuercusGuidePart1.pdf  
Part Two: 
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/special_reports/QuercusGuideSpeciesA
ccounts.pdf  
 
2012 ABC Roundtable on Migratory Bird Conservation 
 
Over 150 bird conservationists, scientists, and agency wildlife experts attended 
the all-day conference 24 October 2013 at the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/financial/whip/?&cid=stelprdb1046975
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/financial/whip/?&cid=stelprdb1046975
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/special_reports/PonderosaPinebirdguide.pdf
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/special_reports/PonderosaPinebirdguide.pdf
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/special_reports/QuercusGuidePart1.pdf
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/special_reports/QuercusGuideSpeciesAccounts.pdf
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/special_reports/QuercusGuideSpeciesAccounts.pdf
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to discuss strategies to conserve migratory birds. The meeting notes, agenda, 
links to presentations, and photos are available at 
http://www.birdconservationalliance.org/meetings/oct2012.html.--Steve  Holmer 
(sholmer@abcbirds.org)    
 
2011 Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation 
 
According to this most recent nation-wide survey, wildlife-related outdoor 
recreation increased dramatically from 2006 to 2011. The Final Report, which 
follows the August 2012 Preliminary Review and the September 2012 State 
Overview, provides more information on the types of activities and money spent 
for fishing, hunting, and wildlife watching. Highlights of the Final Report include: 

More than 90 million U.S. residents 16 years old and older participated in 
some form of wildlife-related recreation in 2011. That’s up 3% from five years 
earlier.  

Wildlife recreationists spent $144.7 billion in 2011 on their activities, which 
equated to 1% of the Gross Domestic Product.   

Of the total amount spent, $49.5 billion was trip-related, $70.4 billion was 
spent on equipment, and $24.8 billion was spent on other items such as licenses 
and land leasing and ownership. 

The number of sportspersons rose from 33.9 million in 2006 to 37.4 million 
in 2011. The data show that 33.1 million people fished, 13.7 million hunted, and 
71.8 million participated in at least one type of wildlife-watching activity 
such as observing, feeding, and photographing wildlife. 
 
Rusty Blackbird Working Group Meeting 
 
The Rusty Blackbird Working Group met n Plymouth, MA, 16-18 October 
2012.  Meeting notes, a list of attendees, the program, and abstracts are 
available from me.—Kate Heyden (kathryn.heyden@ky.gov)  
 
Western Hummingbird Partnership  
 
The WHP (http://westernhummingbird.org/) is a developing network of partners 
collaborating to build an effective and sustainable hummingbird conservation 
program through science-based monitoring, research, habitat restoration/ 
enhancement, and education/outreach efforts.  WHP goals are to support 
projects, develop programs, and build partnerships that investigate what 
hummingbirds need to survive, successfully reproduce, and maintain thriving 
populations; and then to inform land managers, policy makers, and the public so 
habitats can be managed in ways that help hummingbirds and their communities 
thrive. Susan Bonfield, Director of Environment for the Americas (EFTA - home 
of International  Migratory Bird Day), has been selected as the new coordinator of 
the  WHP. She will be supported by the team at EFTA and is personally and 
professionally excited to work with such a valuable project. 
 

http://www.birdconservationalliance.org/meetings/oct2012.html
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Focus on Diversity: Changing the Face of American Birding Conference 
   
On 13 October 2013, bird educators and conservationists convened for the 
second Focus on Diversity: Changing the Face of American Birding Conference 
at Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge in Bloomington, MN. Conference 
participants from almost 50 organizations shared in an honest dialogue about the 
American birding community and its future. Many panel discussions and 
presentations were recorded and can be viewed at the conference website. The 
2013 Focus on Diversity Conference will be held in McAllen, Texas!—Bird 
Education Network (s.livesay@comcast.net))     
 
Guide to Migratory Species Biodiversity in Colombia 
 
This new guide has been published by the Colombia Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable Development and World Wildlife Fund. The document has 
information on 275 species of migratory birds which occur in Colombia. 
“Migratory” is used in its fullest sense – species migrating from any direction are 
included. The book can be downloaded in digital (Spanish only) from: 
http://www.wwf.org.co/?207076/Aves-Migratorias.--Luis Fernando Castillo 
(calidris@calidris.org.co)  
 
Migratory Bird Conservation: A Trust Responsibility 
 
This course is designed to give participants a working knowledge of the legal and 
conservation implications of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, with special attention 
to the responsibilities of the Fish and Wildlife Service. The target audience 
includes biologists, natural resource professionals and law enforcement 
personnel responsible for implementing and administering Federal agency 
actions that have potential for impacting migratory birds. Federal agency 
representatives engaged in implementing Executive Order 13186. 
(Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds) are especially 
encouraged to attend. Partnerships and resources which address migratory bird 
conservation are explored in detail. The next class will be held 11-15 February 
2013 at the National Conservation Training Center (NCTC) in Shepherdstown, 
WV.  Following that, the course is scheduled for Boise, ID, in July 2013. Contact 
NCTC (http://nctc.fws.gov/) for details.—Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
Connecting People with Nature through Birds 
   
This course is schedule for 3-6 June 2013, also at the National Conservation 
Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV.  In this course, explore activities that 
engage people in bird watching. Even if you are not a birder you will find these 
activities easy to implement. Specifically, participants will learn to teach others 
basic bird identification, explore a variety of programs that connect people to 
nature, including citizen science and mist netting birds, discuss current bird 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0016kIlXQyUG838h1iHhPAnI_MKOEGeipUcO2V2O5ihEH7nERvv3xVETk0E4yPqnUjiQatef9tzXT9qrjqcozi5EEqjUQnHXeTWqVucJM9nZ6NE9rb4bmCJ0jH_TPlu2Ogr0MppieLWj3Aztfrmg0rhEeLqeQIjMIJaxSGAyiNuGKx0hV8J0xxPAMm7JDJFkRbbKN67vWH6J3A_TqFTbdDCZPaB4bM54Bk4JZCrJkOQ5sPzxxHYPcGcmH46MOFh5ZIGJ0JzmcJtt4E3hcMlazWfPrf68SIWPMjK
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conservation issues, and discover the possibilities of inspiring interest in birds 
through Flying WILD. Contact NCTC (http://nctc.fws.gov/) for details. 
 
Yellow Rails 
 
PIF loves the little rails because they are basically just specialized sparrows. 
Materials from a recent webinar on this species are available on the Midwest 
Secretive Marshbird Working Group page or by following this link: 
http://midwestbirdmonitoring.ning.com/group/midwest_secretive_marshbirds/foru
m/topics/proceedings-from-yellow-rail-webinar-on-january-9-2013.  
You can also post comments on that page to keep the conversation going.--  
Katie Koch (katie_koch@fws.gov)  
 
Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture Launches New Website 
 
The Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture (AMJV) unveils a new website 
(http://www.amjv.org) to coordinate action among its community of resource 
managers, conservationists, industry representatives, and concerned citizens in 
ensuring the long-term sustainability of native bird populations that breed in the 
Appalachian Mountains. Browse through our library and multimedia pages for 
information on imperiled bird species and forest management 
recommendations.—Matthew Cimitile (cmatth8@vt.edu)  
 
Private Land Webinars 
 
The 5 December 2012 webinar, Private land conservation programs from the 
Farm Bill, is now available at http://www.fs.fed.us/openspace/webinars.html.  
The next session (#10) will be held 30 January 2013(14:00– 15:30, EST) and is 
titled, Conservation Planning Tools for Land Use Planners and Natural Resource 
Professionals. You can learn more about this webinar and register in advance on 
our the website above.—Sara Comas (scomas@fs.fed.us)  
 
 
MEETINGS 
 
Integrated Monitoring in Bird Conservation Regions  
 
The 3rd Annual Partnership Meeting of IMBCR will be held 29-30 January 2013 
at the University of Montana - Missoula, Montana. IMBCR has completed its 5th 
year of implementation for some geographic areas and is continuing to expand 
geographically and to develop more sophisticated science products to promote 
bird conservation across the western United States. Meeting Goals and 
Objectives are to 1) Complete planning for 2013 field implementation, 2) Discuss 
and decide on approaches for improved data management, and 3) Outline goals 
for analysis and products being developed. Contact Robert C. Skorkowsky 
rskorkowsky@fs.fed.us for more information. 

http://nctc.fws.gov/
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North American Bird Conservation Initiative 
 
The NABCI US Committee will meet in Arlington, VA, on 14 February 2013. Most 
NABCI members will also be participating in a Human Dimensions workshop on 
12-13 February.  The agenda, logistical information and other details are 
available from Allison Vogt (avogt@fishwildlife.org)  
 
Wilson Ornithological Society 
 
The 25th Annual Meeting of the Wilson Ornithological Society will be held 7-10 
March 2013 at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, VA. The 2013 
annual meeting also marks the 200th anniversary of the death of Alexander 
Wilson, the society’s namesake and the ornithologist after whom more North 
American birds have been named than any other. See complete information at 
http://www.wilsonsociety.org/.  
 
2nd  Annual Vallarta Bird Festival   
 
The Vallarta Bird Conservancy mission is to promote conservation, education 
and awareness of tropical and migratory birds in the Puerto Vallarta, Banderas 
Bay and Cabo Corrientes areas of Jalisco, Mexico for the benefit of locals and 
visitors from around the world. This year’s festival will be held 7-10 March 2013 
and will be hosted by Co-founder, Vallarta Botanical Gardens. Four days of 
guided tours, presentations, and lectures will provide a wonderful opportunity to 
view, learn and enjoy the wonderful birds in Puerto Vallarta and Cabo Corrientes 
area.  Contact Bonnie Jauregui (bonniejauregui@gmail.com) for more details. 
 
Idaho Bird Conservation Partnership 
 
The IBCP (http://iwjv.org/partner-state/idaho-bird-conservation-partnership)  
continues to build participation and to reach more consensus for priority 
activities. One overarching goal is to provide a single voice for bird conservation 
in Idaho for the many partners engaged in resource planning and conservation 
activities in the state. Idaho is revising its State Wildlife Action Plan, and the 
IBCP is keen to make that revision as focused and useful as possible. However, 
many other agencies and NGOs are also in the midst of various types of 
activities. The next IBCP meeting will be held in association with the 2013 
meeting of the Idaho Chapter of The Wildlife Society in Couer d'Alene on 14 
March 2013.–Jay Carlisle jaycarlisle@boisestate.edu  
 
Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative 
 
The WBCI Education committee is moving forward with plans for the 2013 WBCI 
Annual Meeting – a Bird Education Summit March 22-23, 2013 at the 
Wintergreen Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI. Topics will include 1) using birds to 
reach diverse or underserved audiences, 2) engaging the public or students 
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through citizen science, 3) using technology in bird education and outreach, and 
4) putting on a successful bird festival. See http://www.wisconsinbirds.org/ for 
more information.--Andy Paulios (andy.paulios@wisconsin.gov)  
 
PIF National Committee Meeting and North American 
 
The PIF Steering Committee will meet on 23-24 March 2013 at the National 
Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV. The agenda will focus on 
various elements of the PIF Strategic Action Plan (see bulk of news above). 
Details will be distributed via the PIF listservs as they develop or contact John 
Alexander ((jda@klamathbird.org). Other national committees, the PIF Council, 
and relevant Association of Fish and Wildlife Agency committee meeting will then 
take place 25-29 March at the Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington, VA. See the 
North American conference website for those details 
(http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org/) and click on the “conference” tab. 
You may also contact Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov) with questions or 
suggestions regarding any of these meetings.  
 
Association of Field Ornithology 
 
The annual meeting of the Association of Field Ornithologists will be held at the 
Archbold Biological Station, in Venus, FL, on 27-30 March 2013. Please visit the 
meeting web site http://www.archbold-
station.org/station/html/events/meetings.html for the general meeting 
announcement, the call for papers and links to Registration Forms, Abstract 
Submission Guidelines, and Guidelines for Student Travel Awards. 
 
PIF Western Working Group 
 
The spring meeting of the PIF WWG will be held in McAllen Texas, on 2-4 April 
2013.  WebEx will be available, although we highly encourage in-person 
participation. The agenda will include the PIF Strategic Action Plan, updates on 
WWG projects, an opportunity to showcase local work, and other timely topics 
yet to be determined.  With regards to the PIF Strategic Action Plan we will focus 
on two areas:1) to increase our capacity to support full life cycle conservation, 
and 2) to integrate PIF priorities and objectives into public agency, Joint Venture, 
Landscape Conservation Cooperative, and private lands natural resource 
planning and action.  More information on the agenda will be shared later this 
month.—Jaime Stephens (jlh@klamathbird.org)  
 
Biodiversity Without Boundaries 2013 
 
The annual BWB conference will be held in Baltimore on 14-18 April  2013. BWB 
presents a range of topics affecting biodiversity, from the most pressing issues in 
the conservation community to the latest in scientific tools and methods. See 
https://connect.natureserve.org/BWB2013 for more information. 
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New Mexico Ornithological Society 
 
The New Mexico Ornithological Society (NMOS) will hold its 51st Annual Meeting 
on 27 April 2013 at Western New Mexico University, Silver City, NM. This 
meeting will include an NMOS business meeting and an NMOS general science 
session. Further details on the meeting, including the Call for Abstracts and 
Registration information, are posted on the NMOS website (www.nmbirds.org))  
as they become available.—Janet Ruth (janet_ruth@usgs.gov)  
 
SCSCB 19th Regional Meeting 
 
The Society for the Conservation and Study of Caribbean Birds (SCSCB) will 
hold its 19th Regional Meeting in Grenada, the "spice isle," on 27-31 July 2013. In 
addition to the 5 days of the main conference, there will be pre- and post-
conference workshops, symposia and field trips, so be sure to save dates on 
your calendar for several days before and after the conference to participate in 
some of these events. The meeting will be hosted locally by St. George's 
University, with assistance from the Forestry Department, Grenada Fund for 
Conservation, Grenada Dove Conservation Program, Sustainable Grenadines 
Inc. and others. The provisional theme is Bird Conservation in a Changing 
Climate. Watch http://www.scscb.org/ for details. 
 
American Ornithologists’ Union and Cooper Ornithological Society 
 
The COS and AOU will meet jointly at The Field Museum in Chicago on 13-17 
August 2013. It seems likely that this meeting will have a heavy dose of avian 
evolution. Some details are available at http://fieldmuseum.org/explore/aou-2013. 
 
5th International Partners in Flight Conference 
 
Advancing Bird Conservation Across the Americas will be held at Cliff Lodge in 
Snowbird, UT, 25-28 August 2013. This conference will create a unified vision in 
the bird conservation community for full life cycle bird conservation needs and 
how to address them with innovative approaches. While bird conservation is 
highly advanced in its scientific knowledge and collaborative networks, it 
continues to struggle to adequately reverse bird population declines. Such efforts 
are limited without hemisphere-wide collaboration, adequate funding, and shared 
priorities that strategically address drivers of population declines. Focusing on 
linked regions throughout the Western Hemisphere, conference participants will 
work together in geographic-based work sessions to develop implementable 
projects. The results will guide future conservation activities by researchers, 
educators, conservation practitioners, state and federal agencies and 
philanthropic organizations. Details will continue to be posted at www.pifv.org as 
they are developed.—Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov)  
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XVII Congreso de la Sociedad Mesoamericana para la Biología y la 
Conservación 
 
The annual meeting of SMBC will be held in Havana, Cuba, on 16-20 September 
2013. Most of the information you will need has been posted on the conference 
web site – http://www.smbccuba2013.com/index.php?module=invitation. 
Contacts for queries are also listed  there. 
 
  
PEOPLE 
 
Carol Beidleman 
 
Carol has recently retired from the National Park Service and has started a new 
position as Director of Bird Conservation for Audubon New Mexico, based in 
Santa Fe.  After the elimination of the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program, Carol 
was eager to get back into the bird world. In her new position, she has full 
support to participate in PIF, and, thus, will again be able to contribute actively 
the Steering Committee, International Working Group, IMBD and other PIF 
activities. Carol has been contributing to PIF since the beginning and we are very 
happy to have her back! Carol’s new email is cbeidleman@audubon.org.   
  
Joelle Gehring 
 
Dr. Joelle Gehring has recently accepted a position as a Biologist for the Federal 
Communications Commission where she works with tower operators to minimize 
bird collisions with communication towers and potential impacts to threatened 
and endangered species. Previously, Joelle was a Senior Conservation Scientist 
with Michigan State University (Michigan Natural Features Inventory). While with 
Michigan State University Dr. Gehring designed and supervised a multi-year, 
landscape scale study of the variables associated with bird collisions at 
communication towers. Research results provided information on methods to 
reduce bird collisions with communication towers (see note on her new web site 
above).  Dr. Gehring has collaborated with the Michigan State Police, Michigan’s 
Office of the Attorney General, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
United States Forest Service, Federal Aviation Administration, and the Federal 
Communications Commission to accomplish this research.  I’m sure most of us 
remember Joelle receiving a PIF Award for her research in 2010. We are very 
excited that she is now in a position to have even more benefits to bird 
conservation. 
 
Caleb Spiegel 
 
The Atlantic Coast Joint Venture has hired Caleb Spiegel for the position of 
Assistant Coordinator, for the northern portion of the ACJV area. 
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Caleb was selected based on his extensive experience in the bird conservation 
field, which includes field research and project management on a wide variety of 
bird species, habitats, and conservation issues. He has been a working as 
Wildlife Biologist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Migratory 
Birds, at the Northeast Region Headquarters in Hadley, MA. Caleb specializes in 
shorebird and seabird conservation issues. His recent and ongoing projects 
include coordinating efforts among scientists and managers to develop a 
shorebird conservation action strategy for the Atlantic Flyway, examining the 
effects of proposed offshore wind energy development on offshore bird species, 
and developing a bycatch reduction strategy for marine birds in Atlantic 
Fisheries. Caleb can be reached at caleb_spiegel@fws.gov.  
 
Ken Williams 
 
Not everybody knows Ken, but he was a thoughtful and articulate contributor to 
discussions over several years about the Bird Conservation Partnerships, the 
formation of the North American Bird Conservation Initiative, the Joint Ventures 
adopting an all-bird policy, Flyway Nongame Technical Committees, Landscape 
Conservation Cooperatives, and related developments. Ken (aka Dr. Byron 
Kenneth Williams) has accepted the position of Executive Director of The Wildlife 
Society, effective March 4, 2013. Ken is currently Co-Director of the Science and 
Decisions Center in the U.S. Geological Survey, where he has focused on 
adaptive management, valuation of ecosystem services, and advancing the use 
of science in natural-resources decision making. Since 1997, Williams has also 
been Chief of the USGS Cooperative Research Units, a natural-resources 
science program with research units at 40 universities in 38 states. In that role he 
has been responsible for strategic planning, budget management, and 
coordinating research activities with federal, state, and university partners.  
 
 

 
The next newsletter will be issued on 1 April 2013. Items are due 15 March 2013 
to Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov).     
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