
I hope everybody had a great winter 
and spring and were able to enjoy some 
time outdoors. Summer is right around 
the corner and things are really heat-
ing up. I know that a lot of people are 
out in the field in spring and summer 
working on various projects. While in 
the field, think about the folks who have 
had a positive impact on your career in 
Oklahoma. Think about those landown-
ers that you love to work with because 
they have such a passion for manag-
ing wildlife. It’s important to stop and 
recognize those people who positively 

impact wildlife in Oklahoma. One way 
we can recognize those folks is by nomi-
nating them for the Oklahoma Chapter 
of The Wildlife Society awards.

Last year, we had a nomination for 
every award our chapter gives and it 
was a difficult decision to pick a recipi-
ent for some of the awards. There were 
some very deserving people who did 
not receive an award and I hope they 
are nominated again this year. We will 
present the awards at our annual meet-
ing this fall, which we are holding in 
conjunction with the Oklahoma Section 
of the Society for Range Management. 
Steven Smith is the Awards Commit-
tee chairperson so send nominations to 
him. Have a great summer!
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From the Editor’s Stand...
By: Blayr Gourley

It’s that time of year again, chairs are 
empty and fields are full. Remember 
to stay safe in the heat. Hopefully we 
don’t have record temperatures like last 
year, but if we do make sure and hydrate 
prior to being outside, apply sunscreen 
and try to shield yourself from the sun if 
at all possible. 

Wind, hail and rain have been the 
trend this spring across the state. We’ve 
seen many thunderstorms and several 
tornadoes. Rainfall amounts have come 
in varying amounts, some areas wishing 
for more and others experienced flood-

ing. Some areas across the state received 
almost double their normal rainfall for 
January through April. The month of 
April brought a lot of rain for a lot of 
areas across the state. Blackwell received  
12.61 inches throughout the month.

The long range forcast for Oklahoma 
shows slightly above normal tempera-
tures, not as hot as last summer, and 
average precipitation for June, July and 
August. So cross your fingers for good 
weather and have a great summer!

Executive Board

Three new wildlife handling and 
chemical immobilization courses are 
being offered by Global Wildlife Re-
sources, Inc. These courses are designed 
for state, tribal, private, federal wildlife 
professionals, captive wildlife organiza-
tions, animal control officers, university 
students and veterinary professionals. 
Each course is customized to meet the 
specific needs of the course participants. 

These are one of the best extensive 
courses in North America. Each course 
is a practical field-oriented course with 
hands-on labs every day, including two 
labs with live animals. Two courses will 
offer chemically immobilizing goats, 
which simulate deer and other ungulates 
in a superb way. Students will immo-

bilize zoo animals at the Dakota zoo. 
These unique classes thoroughly cover 
the most practical aspects of chemical 
immobilization while emphasizing ways 
of practicing care, honor and respect for 
every animal through GWR’s tools and 
techniques. A detailed course outline 
is available at http://www.wildlifere-
sources.org/training-courses/ along with 
testimonials and other information.

Student rates are available. Registra-
tion is available on the course schedule 
website http://www.wildliferesources.
org/training-courses/. For further ques-
tions, please contact Mark Johnson, 
phone: (406) 586-4624, email: mjohn-
son@wildliferesources.org.

Three Wildlife Handling Courses Available Pa
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Stock tanks are vital implements for 
ranchers statewide to increase water 
availability to their livestock.  However, 
not only livestock benefit from these 
well-placed watering facilities; various 
species of wildlife also utilize and benefit 
from these water sources. However, 
these life giving water tanks can also be 
a source of danger. The problem arises 
when small mammals, birds and reptiles 
try to drink from the tanks; sometimes 
they can fall in, become trapped, and 
drown in tanks that do not have escape 
ramps. Mortality rates cannot be reliably 
estimated, there is evidence that suggests 
that wildlife drowning in stock tanks 
is frequent and widespread. The unfor-
tunate drowning of wildlife species not 
only negatively affects the water quality 
for livestock that consume the water 
from these tanks, it is also destructive to 
wildlife populations. This can be highly 
detrimental to wildlife species that 
already have low or lessening population 
numbers such as: Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
(Tympanuchus pallidicinctus), Texas 
Horned Lizard (Phrynosoma cornu-
tum), Gray Bat (Myotis grisescens) or 
Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virgin-
ianus). Thankfully, there is a simple, 
low cost solution to mitigate the risk of 
wildlife drowning; installing a wildlife 
escape ramp which will essentially elimi-
nate wildlife mortality in stock tanks.

A wildlife-friendly escape ramp is a 
device that will allow fallen animals the 
chance of escaping death by climbing 
out of the water to safety. The Natural 

Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
has found that the piling of rocks, leav-
ing logs in the tank, or using a ramp 
that does not extend to the bottom of 
the tank is typically not very effective 
for saving wildlife. That being said, the 
NRCS has several guidelines for the 
construction of an ideal wildlife escape 
ramp which include: 

•	 The	ramp	should	extend	down	
into the water and meet the inside wall 
of the trough so animals swimming 
along the perimeter will find the ramp, 
rather than becoming trapped behind or 
beneath it or missing it entirely;

•	 Reach	to	the	bottom	of	the	
trough so that it will be effective even if 
water levels drop sharply;

•	 Be	firmly	secured	to	the	trough	
rim so it will not be knocked loose by 
livestock or other animals;

•	 Be	built	of	graspable,	long-last-
ing materials, such as painted or coated 
metal grating, roughened fiberglass, 
concrete, rock and mortar, or high 
strength plastic composites;

•	 Have	a	slope	no	steeper	than	
45 degrees so animals can climb out 
without slipping back into the water;

•	 Be	located	to	cause	minimal	
interference with livestock. 

There are several designs of escape 
ramps but the one that is the most eco-
nomical and easiest to construct is made 

of expanded-metal grating. The ramp 
is constructed by using 11 or 13-guage 
expanded metal with half inch mesh to 
create a graspable ladder. To construct 
the ramp: cut a square of expanded 
metal and bend it into the shape of a 
ramp that attaches to the tank rim, ex-
tends to the bottom of the tank and has 
two sides that meet the side of the tank. 
The height of the ramp is determined by 
the size of the expanded metal square, 
which should equal the depth of the 
tank. To maximize the life of the escape 
ramp, it should be finished with rust 
inhibiting paint or coating such as the 
enamel paint used for farm implements. 
For more information about wildlife 
escape ramps and escape ramp designs, 
the publication “Water for Wildlife – A 
Handbook for Ranchers and Range 
Managers,” can be found at local NRCS 
offices or can be found by searching the 
publication title on the internet, free of 
charge. 

An escape ramp is a simple, easy, and 
highly effective management tool to 
promote healthy and safe livestock/wild-
life interactions while also decreasing ac-
cidental and unnecessary deaths of our 
state’s small animals. Install a wildlife 
escape ramp in your stock tank to help 
preserve populations of our small mam-
mals, birds and reptiles.

By: RosaLee Walker

Wildlife Escape Ramps: Benefits for Wildlife & Livestock
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Hard work and dedication of chapter 
president Nicole Farless and the other 
officers paid off. The Oklahoma State 
University student chapter of The Wild-
life Society attended the 2012 Conclave 
at Fall Creek Falls state park, Tenn. 
March 15-18, 2012.  Generous support 
from NREM, the Oklahoma Chapter of 
The Wildlife Society and the Club’s own 
resources covered travel, lodging and 
registration, for the eight OSU student 
participants.  

The OSU TWS arrived in the early 
morning hours of March 15 after a 
long, overnight drive.  Conclave was 
hosted by the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, 
Knoxville. The fine 
facilities and beautiful 
setting at the state park 
made the stay nice.  
The unusual vegetative 
structure of the Park’s 
eastern deciduous for-
ests, was the first thing 
noticed. The extremely 
high white-tailed deer 
population had virtu-
ally eliminated the for-
est understory plants.

More than 500 stu-
dents from 24 univer-
sities made the 2012 

Southeastern 
Conclave the 
largest con-
test to date.  
OSU’s Wesley 
Womack 
competed 
well in the 
ferocious 
turkey calling 
competition 
on the first 
night.  The 
quiz bowl 
competition 
started the 
next morning 

with Kelsey Anderson, Cody Griffin, 
Caitlin Chappell and Nicole Farless 
representing OSU.  Although they 
competed well, the team came up short 
against two teams from other Tennessee 
universities, each of which had geo-
graphical advantages.   However OSU’s 
team gained valuable experience and 
learned how better to prepare for future 
quiz bowls.

During the afternoon the team split 
up for various field trips and workshops. 
Saturday brought both team competi-
tion and individual competition in 

areas as diverse as fly-casting, archery, 
orienteering and radio telemetry.   The 
team competition included an obstacle 
course, and Wesley Womack, Eric 
Webb, Cody Griffin and Nicole Farless 
represented OSU.  Caitlin Chappell 
competed in orienteering and Kelsey 
Anderson and Cyndi Park competed 
in a canoe race.   Along with all of the 
individual competitions the entire group 
also participated in a team competi-
tion, where every school had to travel 
to 18 different stations around the park 
and answer or accomplish certain tasks 
that were related to natural resources. 
A celebration concluded a full day of 
activities.

The final night included a banquet 
and awards ceremony.  The OSU team 

landed two first place 
awards, Cyndi Park for 
black-and-white pho-
tography and Kelsey 
Anderson for best pen 
and ink drawing.  

Next year, Conclave 
will be held at the 
University of North 
Carolina at Chappell 
Hill.  A more experi-
enced, better prepared 
team from OSU 
will compete under 
the able leadership 
of chapter president 
Cyndi Park. 

2012 Conclave
By: Jim Shaw

2012 Conclave obstacle course, from left to right: Wesley Womack, Eric 
Webb, Nicole Farless and Cody Griffin.

Kelsey Anderson and Cyndi Park with their awards from 2012 Conclave.

Left, lower to upper: Nicole Farless, Caitlin 
Chappell, Cyndi Park and Michael Leitch. 
Right lower to upper: Eric Webb, Kelsey An-
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OCTWS Award Announements
Undergraduate Scholarship

The Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Society will be awarding a $500 
scholarship to an undergraduate student majoring in wildlife biology or 
management or a closely related field at its annual meeting. Application is 
attached in the email with the newsletter.

Harold C. Stuart Conservation Excellence Award

This award recognizes a lay person or group that has contributed signifi-
cantly towards enhancing conservation stewardship and perpetuating a 
conservation ethic through activities in Oklahoma.  The award will be 
presented at the 2012 Annual Meeting in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. 

General criteria to be used for nominations:

1.  Nominee(s) should live or work in Oklahoma or have done so during 
period pertinent to the nomination.

2.  Nominee(s) may have received professional training or be a layman in 
the field of wildlife management.

3.  Nominee(s) is not required to be a member of The Wildlife Society or 
the Oklahoma Chapter.

4.  Nominee’s achievement need not have occurred in the 12 months prior to the date his accomplishments are 
recognized.  

The information for nominations should include:

1.  Name(s) of nominee(s)

2.  Education – place, degree(s)—if nominee works in wildlife conservation.

3.  Pertinent Employment – past and present, place and dates.

4.  Distinguishing activities (may include papers).

5.  Reason for which nomination is being made.

6.  Signature of nominator.

Details

All entries are due by 
August 15, 2012. 

Send electronic files 
or questions to Steven 
Smith, Chair, OC-TWS 
Awards Committee 
(sgsmith@noble.org) 

Oklahoma Chapter of 
The Wildlife Society & 
Oklahoma Chaper Soci-
ety for Rangeland Man-
agement will have the 
first annual joint meeting 
this year in Bartlesville, 



Oklahoma Award

The Chapter’s most prestigious award, the Oklahoma Award recognizes individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions to the profession of wildlife management in the State of Oklahoma.  The award will be presented at 
the 2012 Annual Meeting in Bartlesville, Okla.. 

General criteria to be used for nominations:

1.  A nominee should live or work in Oklahoma or have done so during period pertinent to the nomination.

2.  A nominee may have received professional training or be a layman in the field of wildlife management.

3.  A nominee is not required to be a member of The Wildlife Society or the Oklahoma Chapter.

4.  A nominee’s achievement need not have occurred in the 12 months prior to the date his accomplishments are 
recognized.  

The information for nominations should include:

1.  Name, title.

2.  Education – place, degree(s).

3.  Pertinent Employment – past and present, place and dates.

4.  Distinguishing activities (may include papers).

5.  Reason for which nomination is being made.

6.  Signature of nominator.

Private Land Management Award

The purpose of this award is to recognize exemplary contributions to natural resource management on private land.  
Nominations should include descriptions of the landowner’s goals, property, and wildlife management practices.  
The nominator should be prepared to give a brief slide presentation about the recipient and the property at the 2012 
annual meeting in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

Entries are due by 15 August 2012.  Send your nomination for the Private Land Management Award in the form of 
an electronic letter, with attached photo, maps, and any other documents needed to support your nomination, to 
Steven Smith, Chair, OC-TWS Awards Committee (sgsmith@noble.org). 

Publication and Creativity Award

Presented to member(s) of the Oklahoma Chapter who, as individuals or members of a team, make outstanding 
contributions to natural resource management and conservation through books, technical articles, popular articles, 
videos, or other media or programs completed within the last 3 years, including the current year.

 Entries are due by 15 August 2012.  Send your nomination for the Publication and Creativity Award in the form 
of an electronic letter and any other documents needed to support your nomination, to Steven Smith, Chair, OC-
TWS Awards Committee (sgsmith@noble.org). 
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Student Research Award

Sponsored by 

Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Society and Oklahoma Section of the Society for Range Management

Goal:  

To recognize and reward undergraduate and graduate students who conduct outstanding research in natural resource 
ecology and management.  

Awards (cash and plaque):

1st place:  $500

2nd place:  $200

3rd place:  $50

Eligibility:

Graduate and undergraduate students are eligible.  Students who have graduated since the last OCTWS or OKSRM 
meeting are eligible if they are members of OCTWS or OKSRM at the time of the annual meeting.  Students must 
be the senior author of the abstract and oral presentation.  The work being reported must be primarily that of the 
student.  Research projects should be based on at least one season or year of data collection.  Only students who are 
affiliated with an Oklahoma college or university at the time of research OR students who conducted field work in 
Oklahoma, but are affiliated with an out of state college or university, are eligible to compete.

Extended Abstract Submission:

The extended abstract must follow the style of The Journal of Wildlife Management (JWM; see example and visit 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/store/10.1002/(ISSN)1937-2817/asset/homepages/JWMGuidelines2011Final.pdf?v
=1&s=2b3c697db77509e634f2612b03449ed67b435687  for complete style guidelines).  Abstracts will include 1) a 
statement of justification for the research; 2) a statement of research objectives or hypotheses tested; 3) brief descrip-
tion of methods; 4) concise presentation of salient findings; and 5) implications of findings.  The abstract is a single 
paragraph < 2 pages long and double-spaced throughout (10-12 point type).  Do not include tables, appendices, or 
literature cited.  Submit abstracts as e-mail attachments in Microsoft Word.

Presentations:

The time limit for presentations is 15 minutes, which will include 10–12 minutes for the presentation and 3–5 min-
utes for question-and-answer. Each student will be asked 4 questions from the audience or judges.  Presentations will 
consist exclusively of Microsoft PowerPoint slides (no audio or video).

Oklahoma Chapter of the Wildlife Society Scholarship Application

The scholarship application will be attached with the newsletter.



Membership in the Oklahoma Chapter of
The Wildlife Society

Regular Membership ($10 per year)

Student Membership ($5 per year)

Supporting Membership with Numbered Certificate ($100 per year)

Name

Affiliation (Agency, University, Company, etc.)

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone #

Email address (Important to receive newsletter)

Please print, 
complete and mail 
this page with your 
check to:

Luke Bell
OCTWS Treasurer
9014 E. 21st St.
Tulsa, OK 74129

Upcoming Events
State Wildlife Habitat Education Program Contest

June 2, Wichita Mountains

National Wildlife Habitat Education Program Contest

July 22-26, Kingsville, TX

Oklahoma Wildlife Expo

September 28-30, Lazy E Arena, Guthrie, OK

Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Society and Society for Range Management Joint Meeting

October 3-4, Bartlesville, OK
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