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Partners in Flight 20th Anniversary 
 
PIF is celebrating 20 years of bird conservation activity this year and we will 
share the spotlight in the IMBD (http://www.birdday.org/) theme – The Power of 
Partnerships.  PIF will sponsor the opening evening social at the North American 
Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference in Milwaukee on 22-27 March 2010 
and will have a Special Session on the program. The PIF 20th Anniversary 
Steering Committee is working on a number of other events, products and 
activities. We’d like to have some activity at each of the PIF regional meetings in 
2010 and at each of the regional wildlife association meetings.  Contact Alicia 
King (Alicia_F_King@fws.gov), Sue Bonfield (sbonfield@aol.com) or me 
(terry_rich@fws.gov) if you have ideas or would otherwise like to contribute 
 
We have identified a number of activities and products for which are seeking  
support in 2010 from partners. A list of the events and activities, their costs, and 
the recognition that you can receive is available. If your organization would like to 
contribute to this landmark year, please contact Terry (terry_rich@fws.gov). 
 
Share Your Memories of Partners in Flight 
 
Environment for the Americas (home of International Migratory Bird Day) has 
created a blog to help you share your memories, photos, and history of Partners 
in Flight and of the partners who have helped to conserve birds.  To join and 
follow this blog, please visit http://pif20.blogspot.com/.  If you don't want to join 
the blog, but would like to share a tidbit or some information about partnerships 
in conservation, please send the information to Susan Bonfield at 
sbonfield@aol.com.  
 
Partners in Flight Tri-National Vision for Bird Conservation 
 
Authors of Saving Our Shared Birds: The PIF Tri-National Vision for Landbird 
Conservation are incorporating comments from a peer review that occurred just 
prior to Christmas.  With this review, we sought input from a variety of bird 
conservationists who had not yet seen this document.  As expected, there were a 
wide array of suggestions.  Our challenge is to respond to those while keeping 
firmly focused on the intent and target audiences that we defined some time ago.  
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As mentioned in the last PIF Newsletter, we have decided to delay release of 
Saving Our Shared Birds until after the North American in March 2010 so as to 
avoid conflicts with release of the update to State of the Birds which will be 
delivered at that conference.  Rather, we will deliver Saving Our Shared Birds in 
conjunction with International Migratory Bird Day events in May. The PIF Science 
Committee is making presentations on the content of the document, including a 
symposium at the joint meeting of the AOU, COS and SCO in February 
(http://www.birdmeetings.org/cosaousco2010/).  If you would like to schedule a 
presentation, contact any member of the Science Committee.–Terry Rich 
 
Implementation of Actions Identified in the PIF Tri-National Vision 
 
The PIF Tri-National Vision will be one of the most significant conservation 
assessments ever completed, anywhere.  With nearly 900 species (9% of the 
world’s avifauna), all of the U.S., Canada and Mexico included, and an 
unprecedented level of analysis, this truly will be a landmark in the history of bird 
conservation.  But this assessment will mean little if we can’t mobilize more 
resources and political support, and do it faster, to fully develop and implement 
its recommendations.   
 
One of the plainest actions we can take – one that partners have been working 
on for years now – is to increase the amount of funding and lower the match 
requirements for  the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act. We need 
much more than $4-5 million a year to conduct bird conservation on half of the 
planet.  We also need to greatly increase funding in Southern Wings and in 
agency budgets that are devoted to bird conservation. 
 
But in addition to funding, we need make more effective use of existing structures 
and processes whereby bird conservation needs are addressed systematically 
and strategically.  These include the North American Bird Conservation Initiative, 
the Trilateral Committee (FWS, CWS, CONABIO), various bird committees of the 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, programs within the USFWS and the 
various committees within PIF itself.   
 
Our progress and accomplishments over the last 20 years are certainly 
significant.  But neither our pace nor our capacity are adequate to meet the 
threats now facing North America’s birds.  If we can even pretend to be serious, 
we need to step it up. 
 
Partners in Flight Mesoamerica Workshop 
 
The XIII Society for Mesoamerican Biology and Conservation Congress (SMBC) 
and the Partners in Flight Mesoamerica Working Group Meeting were held in 
Belize City, Belize, 24-31 October 2009.  On 23-25 October, a SMBC-PIF 
sponsored workshop, “Strengthening Partners in Flight Mesoamerica’s Migratory 
Bird Conservation Efforts through Training in Statistical Analysis and Scientific 
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Writing,” was held at the University of Belize in Belmopan.  This workshop was 
accepted as an official SMBC workshop as part of the SMBC-PIF Letter of 
Cooperation signed at last year’s SMBC Congress in El Salvador, designed to 
enhance cooperation and capacity building for migratory bird conservation.   
 
The workshop coordinator was Pablo Elizondo, the PIF Costa Rica National 
Coordinator.  Mariamar Gutiérrez, one of the coordinators of last year’s SMBC-
PIF workshop in El Salvador, provided assistance.  The workshop was facilitated 
by PIF in partnership with the SMBC, University of Belize, Asociación 
Ornitológica de Costa Rica, USDA Forest Service, Klamath Bird Observatory, 
and National Park Service, with financial support provided by the Missouri 
Department of Conservation, Audubon North Carolina, and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.   
 
The workshop instructors were Oscar Ramírez Alán, statistics professor at 
Universidad Nacional in Costa Rica, and Pablo Elizondo.  Thirteen students from 
7 Central American countries participated in the hands-on workshop, which 
provided training in the management and analysis of ornithological data, the use 
of e-Bird, and writing ornithological manuscripts for submission to scientific 
journals.—Jose Manuel-Zolotoff (zolotoff@ibw.com.ni), Carol Beidleman 
(Carol_Beidleman@nps.gov) and Pablo Elizondo (jpelizondo@zeledonia.org)    
   
Partners in Flight Mesoamerica Meeting 
 
On 28 October, during the conference described above, the PIF MESO Working 
Group meeting, was held.  Pablo Elizondo chaired the meeting on behalf of José 
Manuel Zolotoff, with assistance from Carol Beidleman. More than 53 people 
representing 10 countries attended the meeting, which included presentations 
on:  PIF (Terry Rich); PIF MESO (Pablo Elizondo); country reports (PIF MESO 
coordinators); SMBC-PIF Letter of Cooperation (Carol Beidleman); statistical 
analysis workshop (Oscar Ramírez); PIF Tri-National Vision (Terry Rich); Park 
Flight Migratory Bird Program (Carol Beidleman); and Southern Wings (Brad 
Jacobs).   
 
The final component of the PIF MESO meeting was a work session to discuss 
the PIF MESO priorities and options for future SMBC-PIF workshops, especially 
focusing on the top priority for a workshop in conjunction with the SMBC in Costa 
Rica this fall.  Nine previously identified workshop priorities were presented, 
including general banding, NABC certification, statistical analysis, e-Bird, 
scientific writing, education and community outreach, grant proposal writing, GIS, 
and species assessment.  These were voted on by meeting participants to 
determine the top priorities for the group, and other possible topics were 
discussed such as bioacoustics.  The top workshop topics were identified as 
scientific writing and proposals, NABC certification, statistical analysis, and 
species assessment.—Jose Manuel-Zolotoff (zolotoff@ibw.com.ni), Carol 
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Beidleman (Carol_Beidleman@nps.gov) and Pablo Elizondo 
(jpelizondo@zeledonia.org)    
 
Funding Needed for PIF Mesoamerica and La Tangara 
 
As shown by the previous two items, the PIF Mesoamerica Working Group 
continues to make progress and to be involved in important bird conservation 
issues. With the completion of the Tri-National Vision (see above), PIF’s attention 
will increasingly turn to Central America as the next frontier in PIF planning, 
assessment and implementation.  However, we need about $10,000 a year to 
support the basic functions of the working group, including publication of the 
bilingual newsletter, La Tangara, which is the main instrument of communication. 
Any partner who is interested in supporting our ongoing work in Mesoamerica 
should contact Terry.  A more detailed description of the needs is available.—
Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov)  
 
4th International PIF Conference – Needs Assessment and Proceedings 
 
The proceedings from the PIF 4th International Conference in McAllen, TX are 
now available on the PIF website. You will see a link to it from the home page 
(http://www.partnersinflight.org) in the upper left hand "picture box".  We have 
focused our initial work on getting a functioning Table of Contents from which you 
can open any of the articles in PDF. We have also provided PDFs of the front 
cover, the conference sponsors, the title page and front matter, and the back 
cover.  We plan to have a search engine that will search all the PDFs in this 
publication, but we're working out some bugs in that. Please feel free to contact 
Janet Ruth (janet_ruth@usgs.gov) if you find any glitches in searching or 
downloading the proceedings.  And if you find errors or other problems with the 
content of the proceedings, please let Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov) know 
about that. We still need to raise another $3000 before we can produce a small 
run of hard copies. 
 
Funding Available For Environmental Research And Development 
 
The Department of Defense’s (DoD) Strategic Environmental Research and 
Development Program (SERDP), is seeking to fund environmental research and 
development in the Sustainable Infrastructure focus area. The development and 
application of innovative environmental science and technology supports the 
long-term sustainability of DoD’s installations and ranges, as well as significantly 
reduces current and future environmental liabilities. The Sustainable 
Infrastructure focus area concentrates on natural resources, cultural resources, 
and the sustainable management of DoD facilities.  SERDP intends to fund 
multiple projects that respond to the following four focused Statements of Need 
(SON) in Sustainable Infrastructure: 

Impacts of Climate Change on Alaskan Ecological Systems 
Ecological Forestry and Carbon Management 
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Ecology and Management of Source-Sink Populations 
Proposals responding to the FY11 SONs will be selected through a competitive 
process.  Pre-proposals from the non-federal sector are due by 7 January 2010, 
and proposals from the federal sector are due by 11 March 2010.  The SONs and 
detailed instructions for federal and private sector proposers are available on the 
SERDP web site at www.serdp.org/funding.  
 
USFWS Grants in Upper Midwest 
 
Bird conservation proposals are being accepted from agencies and organizations 
interested in obtaining funding from the USFWS for cooperative projects in the 
Upper Midwest (IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, MO, OH, and WI) in 2010. Our request for 
proposals is posted at www.grants.gov. You can find our RFP at: 
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=9lptLB0h99DCGSXYG24WG
hkh425GHGwKmT0GbvpLNL13kxSzPkKs!-82303134?oppId=50245&mode= 
VIEW.  Deadline for proposals is 20 January 2010. We hope to make funding 
decisions by March 2010 but may not be able to execute funding agreements 
until June or July.—Steve Lewis (steve_j_lewis@fws.gov)  
 
 Boreal Avian Modeling Project 
 
The Boreal Avian Modeling Project (http://www.borealbirds.ca/) was created in 
order to develop the best predictive bird-habitat models possible from existing 
data, with the goal of meeting immediate conservation needs and informing 
future research and monitoring efforts. The objectives of the Project are to: 

Assemble and maintain the most complete and current repository of 
spatially referenced data for boreal birds and their habitats.  

Apply and refine state-of-the art analytical methods to provide reliable 
information on boreal bird habitat associations, describe species distributions, 
and generate testable hypotheses about key mechanisms driving these patterns 
(e.g. climate, landuse, latitude).  

Improve the standardization and rigor of avian data collection by providing 
standards for bird sampling protocols and database structure.  
Provide a broader conservation legacy for avian data collected in Canada's 
boreal forest.  

Build support from academia, industry, governments, non-governmental 
organizations and other interested parties for further development and testing of 
boreal bird population models, and their proactive application to the management 
of boreal forests and biodiversity conversation.  

Encourage public awareness and support education by providing ready 
access to the most current information on the status of boreal bird populations. 
 
The Rusty Blackbird Hot Spot Blitz 
 
Between 30 January and 15 February 2010, volunteers will search for Rusty 
Blackbirds in any locations and habitats deemed as potentially suitable for 
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wintering Rusty Blackbirds, particularly flocks or concentrations. Areas of 
concentration will be revisited in the future to determine if they are indeed Rusty 
Blackbird hot spots. We are focusing on the following states:  Alabama, 
Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri,  New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee,  Texas (east), Virginia, 
and West Virginia. Instructions and additional information can be found on the 
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center's Rusty Blackbird website: 
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ConservationAndScience/MigratoryBirds/Research/Rust
y_Blackbird/.   
 
Mesoamerican Society for Conservation and Biology 
 
The MSBC held its annual conference in Belize City, Belize, on 26-30 October 
2009.  PIF sponsored a training session - Strengthening Partners in Flight 
Mesoamerica’s Migratory Bird Conservation Efforts through Training in Statistical 
Analysis and Scientific Writing.  RESULTS……………… 
 
Conservation Maven 
 
I launched Conservation Maven (http://www.conservationmaven.com/) 
in July 2009 to provide an online hub where conservation practitioners, 
researchers, educators and students can stay connected to what's going on in 
the field. The site profiles the latest groundbreaking conservation studies, field 
news, books and funding opportunities. I came up with the idea while working at 
Solano Land Trust in Northern California.  I wanted to help people in the 
conservation field stay better connected to new information – particularly new 
studies. [The 23 “Research Briefs” on birds in the first newsletter were quite 
good. If CM can keep this up, it could be a valuable resource.]—Rob Goldstein 
(conservationmaven@gmail.com) 
 
USFS Climate Change Resource Center 
 
The U.S. Forest Service has established a Climate Change Resource Center at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/ccrc/.  This is a reference Web site for resource managers 
and decision makers who need information and tools to address climate change 
in planning and project implementation. Although future scenarios are daunting, 
managers can do much to promote adaptation to climate change and encourage 
reduction of human effects on climate.  The site also offers a short course on 
climate change adaptation with a number of presentations and information.  
 
MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 
 
NABCI Winter meeting 
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The next U.S. NABCI Committee meeting will be held on 12-13 January 2010 in 
Arlington, VA.  See http://www.nabci-us.org/ or contact Deb Hahn for details 
(dhahn@fishwildlife.org)  
 
Joint Meeting of the AOU, COS and SCO 
 
The American Ornithologists’ Union, Cooper Ornithological Society and Society 
of Canadian Ornithologists will meet on 7-11 February 2010 in San Diego. Early 
registration and abstracts are both due 6 November 2009.  PIF has a symposium 
of 10 papers that will cover content in Saving Our Shared Birds (see above). This 
will be a large and very exciting meeting of ornithologists from around the world.  
Plan now to attend (http://www.birdmeetings.org/cosaousco2010/).  
 
PIF Southeast Working Group 
 
Just wanted to let you know that the 2010 Southeast Partners in Flight meeting 
will be held in Gainesville, FL 9-11 March. This will be a joint meeting with the 
Adaptive Management Conference Series. We're still nailing down a few more 
details but some more info (including a draft agenda and hotel information) will 
be available on the website (http://sepif.org/) and over this list serve soon.— 
Rua Mordecai (rua.mordecai@gmail.com)  
 
North American and National PIF Meetings 
 
The next national PIF committee meeting will be held in conjunction with the 
North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference in Milwaukee, WI on 
22-27 March 2010 (http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org/). The PIF 
Implementation Committee will meet on 20-21 March, and it’s possible that the 
Science Committee will meet prior to those dates.  Details will be circulated as 
usual via PIF list serves.—Terry Rich 
 
PIF Western Working Group 
 
The WWG will hold their spring meeting at the City Library Conference Room, 
Salt Lake City, UT (http://www.slcpl.lib.ut.us/details.jsp?parent_id=7&page_id=5)  
on 5-9 April 2010.  Satellite meetings (RMBO, Utah PIF) are tentatively 
scheduled for Monday & Friday, with the WWG meeting Tues - Fri. The agenda 
and logistical details are being developed.   It’s likely that monitoring issues – 
continental, not just western – will be a major component of the discussions.-- 
Russell Norvell (russellnorvell@utah.gov)  
 
Natural Resource Needs Related to Climate Change in the Great Basin & 
Mojave Desert: Research, Adaptation, Mitigation 
 
The USFWS, USGS, National Park Service, and Environmental Protection 
Agency are sponsoring a workshop on natural resource research, adaptation, 
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and mitigation needs related to climate change in the Great Basin and Mojave 
Desert. The workshop will be held 20-22 April 2010 at the University of Nevada-
Las Vegas. Workshop objectives include:  

Increase understanding of climate change processes and their effects on 
the physical systems and biota of the Great Basin and Mojave Desert  

Provide the "best available" scientific information for adapting to change  
Examine research and management needs  
Evaluate management constraints and determine potential solutions  
Develop effective research and management collaborations for addressing 

climate change into the future For more information, please visit: 
http://www.wr.usgs.gov/workshops/.--Sean P. Finn (sfinn@usgs.gov)  
 
AFWA Annual Meeting 
 
The 100th (!!) Annual Meeting of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies will 
be held 26-29 September 2010 at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand 
Rapids, MI. Watch http://www.fishwildlife.org/index.html for details. 
 
The Wildlife Society 
 
The TWS annual conference (http://joomla.wildlife.org/) will be held in Snowbird, 
UT, on 3-7 October 2010.  PIF is contributing to two proposed symposia. The first 
is from the National Phenology Network and is entitled Recent Shifts in Phenology, 
Temporal Mismatches, and Their Role in Management Decisions. The second is from the 
USDA-NRCS Agricultural Wildlife Conservation Center and is entitled Wildlife 
Conservation Planning, Implementation, and Monitoring at Multiple Scales. If you are 
interested in contributing to the PIF paper in either symposium, contact Terry 
(terry_rich@fws.gov).  
 
25th International Ornithological Congress 2010 
 
The 25th International Ornithological Congress will also be held in Campos do 
Jordão, Brazil, 22-28 August 2010.  The deadline for early registration has been 
extended to 30 October and the deadline for abstracts has been extended to 5 
November. See http://www.acquaviva.com.br/sisconev/index.asp?Codigo=26 for 
details. 
 
Other Ornithological Society Meetings 
 
Details on the annual conferences of other major ornithological societies in North 
America can be found at http://www.osnabirds.org/.    
 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The next newsletter will be issued on 1 April 2010.  Items are due 15 March 2010 
to Terry Rich (terry_rich@fws.gov).   


