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President’s Message 

 As I begin this letter I am a bit overwhelmed and burdened by the 
amount of information I have been reviewing regarding the develop-
ment of wind generated power. 
The impetus for this review came at our fall meeting.  During the 
paper presentation Eric Beck, Important Bird Area (IBA) chairman 
for Oklahoma, presented information about the impending construc-
tion of transmission lines in western Oklahoma leading out of Wood-
ward.   It is my understanding that there are two major routes being 
considered for a particular transmission line to head toward Buffalo, 
Oklahoma.  One is directly through areas of significant Lesser Prairie 
Chicken habitat. The other would skirt around the specific habitat 
areas and then come back west to continue north.  Of course, as you 
might suspect the latter route has a higher cost. The members voted to 
comment against placing transmission lines in areas of Lesser Prairie 
Chicken habitat. I have tried to get a better understanding of this com-
plex issue.  I would like to share a little of what I have learned with 
you. 
  

There is no question that using coal and gas as the primary sources of 
electricity have been detrimental to the environment.  The high levels 
of mercury, carbon monoxide, sulfurs and other toxic chemicals cause 
significant air pollution.  Birds have been impacted by acid rain and 
the changing climate.  The high levels of mercury in the fish coming 
out of Oklahoma lakes has resulted in warnings, primarily to pregnant 
women and children, not to eat them.  It can’t be good for the wildlife 
either. Coal mining is destructive to the earth and the people who 
mine it.  We as a nation must drastically reduce our use of fossil fuels 
to decrease our air pollution and the environmental impact of fossil 
fuel retrieval.  How do we reduce our dependence on fossil fuels?  
Decreasing our use of electricity is an important part of this equa-
tion.  However, in our anthropocentric society voluntary reduction of 
consumption has not been sustained.   For example, San Diego Gas 
and Electric Company has estimated the San Diego area will need a 
new major power plant every five years because of the growing en-
ergy demands. Therefore, instead of reducing demand for energy 
finding ways to harvest alternative, renewable energy sources such as 
wind has become a major focus of energy policy.  
  

The U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) has set the goal that 20 per-
cent of the electricity generated in the United States will originate 
from wind power by 2030.  They estimate this would require about 
300 GW of power coming from wind. This means increasing the ca-
pacity of wind-generated electricity by 16,000 MW annually from 
2018 onward.  The infrastructure to do this is not currently in place.  
We do not have the wind farms or the transmission capacity. Wind 
speed is very important in determining the MW output.  The faster the 
velocity of the wind the greater potential power output.  The open 
space and the wind dynamics in western Oklahoma make it a good 
source of wind for electricity production.  The current land based 
turbines can produce between 1.5 MW to 2.5 MW each.   That means 
a lot of new wind turbines to yield an increase of 16,000 MW each 
year. There are various estimates on the land required for each MW of 
installed capacity.   These estimates range from around two acres/ 
MW up to 60 acres/ MW capacity.  One major problem with wind 
energy is it is intermittent.  Until we have the capacity to store wind 
energy uninterrupted electricity will require it to be tied to coal, gas or 

nuclear power.   Once the wind farms are built getting the energy to 
the power grid takes large, high voltage transmission lines.  Much of 
wind development is in rural areas that do not already have major 
power grid access.  The DOE has a figure on page 96 of its report 
“20% Wind Energy by 2030” showing the possible distribution of 
approximately 12,650 miles of new transmission lines in the United 
States. It appears that three or four large, high voltage transmission 
lines will be crossing Oklahoma. The substation that has been built 
near Woodward will be a starting point for some of these high voltage 
transmission lines. These have the potential to further disrupt areas of 
Lesser Prairie Chicken and other prairie bird habitat. Tall structures, 
fences and roads all have been identified as negatively impacting 
Lesser Prairie Chicken populations. 
  

I have come to realize that when I read about something or some-
where it is what someone else has decided is important.  I am not an 
expert in this field of study. This letter is my attempt to share part of 
the wind energy discussion.  At the end of this letter I have listed the 
various web sites and organizations that may help you formulate your 
own opinion on the development of wind energy and its impact on the 
beautiful lands and wildlife of Oklahoma.  When reading and study-
ing please think about the Lesser Prairie Chickens and their survival.  
As members of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society I encourage 
each of you to get involved with saving Lesser Prairie Chicken as 
well as other prairie bird habitat.  You can contact the ODWC, 
OG&E, the Southwest Power Pool and J. D. Strong, the Oklahoma 
Secretary of the Environment to let them know you care about where 
the wind farms and transmission lines go.  Look up and study The 
Oklahoma Lesser Prairie Chicken Spatial Planning Tool.  Support the  
 

Continued on Page 3 
 
  

In This Issue 
 

 
Donations     3 
Leave No Trace                7 
Minutes - 2008 Business Meeting  8 
New Date Guide Announcement  3 
New Members     3 
Note From Membership Chairman  7 
OOS Information & Officers   2 
OOS Sales     2 
President’s Message     1 
President's Message - Continued  3 
Speaking Bill 2009 Fall Meeting   4 
Tahlequah Tales     5 
Trumpeter Swans     6 
Why Can't I     4 



 
The Oklahoma Ornithological Society, affiliated with the National Audubon 
Society, is a member of the Oklahoma Wildlife Federation. It was founded in 
1950 and has more than 225 members. It is incorporated as a non-profit or-
ganization under the laws of the State of Oklahoma and the Internal Revenue 
Code. Membership is open to anyone interested in birds and their welfare. 
 
The OKLAHOMA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY is dedicated to the ob-
servation, study, and conservation of birds in Oklahoma. The Society con-
ducts meetings and field trips, publishes a quarterly newsletter and scientific 
bulletin, participates in nationally sponsored projects such as the Breeding 
Bird Survey and the Christmas Bird Count, encourages conservation, cooper-
ates with the State Department of Wildlife and offers assistance to local 
groups organized for the study and enjoyment of nature 

OOS MEMBERSHIP DUES 
OOS members receive the newsletter, The Scissortail, as well as The Bulletin, 
a professional ornithological publication. 

Regular  $25.00 Includes publication of the Society  

Family  $35.00 One set of publications per family. 

Student     $15.00 Same as regular membership allowing students to 
      participate at reduced fee. 

Sustaining   $40.00 or more In addition to membership gives extra          
     support to the Society. 

Life      $500.00 In addition to membership, provides long        
      range income for the Society through the Endowment Fund. 

Libraries and other institutions may subscribe to the publications of the Soci-
ety for a $25.00/year fee. 

Add $1.00 to each category if paid after February 15 of the membership year. 

Make all checks payable to: Oklahoma Ornithological Society or O.O.S. and 
mail to: OOS Membership Chair, P.O. Box 2931, Claremore, OK 74018 

New members who have joined before December 1 join for that year and 
receive the preceding March, June, and September issues of publication. New 
members who join after December 1 become members for the upcoming year 
and will receive the first publication in March. Membership runs from Janu-
ary 1 to December 31. 

Both renewing and new members should enclose a stamped, self addressed 
envelope to receive their membership card. 

Please send notification of change of address to the Membership Chairman 
promptly as any returned mail from the Post Office is extra expense to the 
Society. 

Notes for the OOS Bulletin are being sought. Articles should pertain to: early 
sighting dates, late sighting dates, unusual behavior, unusual anatomical fea-
tures, or summary papers of rare or accidental birds. Please use same format 
as in previous Bulletins. Send two double-spaced typewritten copies of your 
article to: Dr. Bryan Coppedge, Tulsa Community College West Campus, 
Science & Mathematics Division, 7505 W. 41st St. Tulsa, OK 74107-8633. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O.O.S. Officers 
 
President -- Rebecca Renfro -- 6024 Cornell Dr., Bartlesville, OK  74006, 
(918)333-4875, email: relore7@aol.com {’09-’10}  
Past-president-- Timothy O’Connell -- 1115 N Jefferson St., Stillwater, OK  
74075, (405) 744-7593 office email:  oconnet@okstate.edu {09-’10} 
President-elect -- Doug Wood -- PMB 4068, 1405 N. 4th Ave, Durant, OK  
74701-0609   (580) 745-2272   dwood@se.edu  {‘09-’10} 
Secretary --Claudia Glass -- 14805 E. 500 Rd. Unit D, Claremore, OK 74017 
home (918) 342-0534, office (918) 343-7697 email: cglass@ rsu.edu {‘10} 
Treasurer – Nadine Varner  -- 7845 NE 18th St., Oklahoma City, OK  73141   
(405) 370-5076   gallinuleofpurple@yahoo.com  {‘10} 
Business Manager – Mickle Duggan — P.O. Box 2209, Ada, OK  74820, 
(580) 332-5837, e-mail:  mduggan@edok.edu {‘10} 
Membership/Circulation -- Donald Glass -- P.O. Box 2931, Claremore, OK 
74018 home (918) 342-0534, office (918) 343-7701, email: dglass@ rsu.edu 
{’08-‘10} 
Awards/Webmaster -- John Kennington — 11224 S. 83 E. Ave., Bixby, 
OK 74008  (918)809-6325 ;  johnkennington@gmail.com — {’08-‘10}   
Activities -- Stephanie Compton — 1530 SW Jennings, Bartlesville, OK  
74003  (918) 440-4886 {'10-'12}   
Conservation -- Mark Howery -- 801 Heatherhill Ct., Norman, OK 73072 
home (405) 447-3641, office (405) 521-4619, email: mhowery@odwc. 
state.ok.us {’09-‘11} 
Archivist – William A. Carter — P. O. Box 2209, Ada, OK  74821-2209  
(580)332-8843 — wacarter@adacomp.net {‘07-’09} 
Special Projects— Joyce Varner -- 20582 S. Welling Rd., Welling, OK 
74771;  (918) 456-3894. varner@intellex.com  {’09-‘11};  

OOS Bulletin Co-Editors -- Dr. Bryan Coppedge, Tulsa Community College 
West Campus, Science & Mathematics Division, 7505 W. 41st St. Tulsa, OK 
74107-8633, (918) 595-8193, FAX (918)595-8190, email: 
bcoppedg@tulsacc.edu; David Leslie, email:  Cleslie@usgs.gov;  Jeff Kelly, 
email:  jkelly@ou.edu.  {unspecified} 
 
The Scissortail Editor –Suzy Harris -- 1803 Harned Dr., Bartlesville, OK 
74006   (918) 331-9080    email: mbhsuzy@sbcglobal.net {unspecified} 
OBRC Chairman – Joe Grzybowski – 715 Elmwood Drive, Norman, OK 
73072 (405) 360-0182 email: j_grzybowski@sbcglobal.net {unspecified} 
 
Other positions: 
Coordinator for Breeding Bird Survey & Winter Bird Atlas   --Dan  
Reinking --Sutton Avian Research Center, P.O. Box 2007, Bartlesville, OK 
74005-2007, (918) 336-7778, dreinking@ou.edu {unspecified} 
 
Publications are issued in March, June, September, and December. Send arti-
cles and items that you wish to have included in The Scissortail newsletter to 
Suzy Harris, 1803 Harned Drive, Bartlesville, OK  74006 or e-mail: 
mbhsuzy@sbcglobal.net  by  Mar. 1st, June 1st, Aug. 15th, and Dec. 1st for 
the following issue. Any readable format is acceptable. If possible, however, 
e-mail articles in electronic form to reduce publication efforts. 

OOS  SALES BY MAIL 
• Oklahoma Bird Records Committee, Date Guide to the Occur-

rences of Birds in Oklahoma, 5th Edition. 2009. $6.00 each in 
person; $7 via mail or internet 

• OOS Field Checklist. 205. Tri-fold card.  1-5 cards, $0.50 
each.  Packet of 10 checklists, $3.00 

For volume sales and information contact:  Nadine Varner, (405) 
370-5076;  gallinuleofpurple@yahoo.com 
 
For purchase, send order and check to:    OOS Sales, 7845 NE 18th 
St., Oklahoma City, OK  73141   Make check payable to “OOS.”  
You may now purchase these publications online at our website 
www.okbirds.com     Look for the publications link. 
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President's Message Continued 
 
George Miksch Sutton Avian Research Center and the Nature Conservancy 
for their efforts and contributions toward bringing awareness to the environ-
mental impacts of wind development on the Lesser Prairie Chicken.  Other 
opportunities include attending the Lesser Prairie Chicken Festival this 
spring, traveling to the areas in question to see for your self and becoming a 
public voice in the debates on the development of alternative renewable 
energy sources.  And of course, we all can continue to look for ways to 
reduce our own energy consumption.  
  

 Finally, I am reminded of the Hans Christian Andersen story The Em-
peror’s New Clothes.  In the story the Emperor is tricked into believing that 
two tailors have the ability to weave a cloth that is magical.  Only people 
who are worthy of their position in the kingdom can see the fabric.  Of 
course, when the king and others realize they cannot see the fabric they 
become concerned.  Each pretends that they see beautiful, elaborate mate-
rial. The king pays a large sum of money to the tailors as they leave never to 
be seen again.  It takes a child, when the king is parading in his kingdom to 
show off his new outfit made of the magical fabric, to honestly announce 
the king is only in his underwear.  I am wondering if some of the commer-
cial wind development is like the magical fabric.  According to the GAO 04
-756 Renewable Energy report if the tax credits continue to 2013 the cost to 
the US Treasury will be $3 billion dollars/ $300 million annually.  How-
ever, in the same report they note that without the significant tax credits that 
the development of wind energy would almost come to a halt.  Once all 
these wind farms are in place in western Oklahoma will we be asking, 
“Where is all the electricity?” “Was the environmental trade off worth 
it?” 
 

There is no easy answer for developing “clean, green” energy.  There is 
really no true “green” energy rather there is just varying degrees of environ-
mental impact.   Wind energy can be part of the solution only with careful 
planning and implementation. Otherwise we will have a significant amount 
of habitat disruption and negative environmental impact.  Instead of singing 
Pete Seeger’s “Where Have All the Flowers Gone?” we maybe singing 
“Where Have All the Prairie birds gone?” 
 
Thank you for all you do for the birds of Oklahoma, 
 
Rebecca Renfro 
 
www.20percentwind.org  (Department of Energy) 

www.artistsagainstwindfarms.com 

www.wildlifedepartment.com  (Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conserva-

tion) 

www.windpowerinamerica.gov 

Government Accountability Office 04-756 Renewable Energy Report 

www.windustry.org 

www.fws.gov/habitatconservation/windpower/

wind_turbine_advisory_committee.html (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Wind 

Advisory Committee) 

Union of Concerned Scientist 

www.awea.org 

www.environment.ok.gov  (Oklahoma Secretary of the Environment) 

http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/lepcdevelopmentplanning.htm  

( The Oklahoma Lesser Prairie Chicken Spatial Planning Tool) 

www.netl.doe.gov/moderngrid 

www.suttoncenter.org   (The George Miksch Sutton Center) 

www.nature.org/oklahoma   ( The Nature Conservancy) 
www.biosurvey.org  (The Oklahoma Biological Survey) 
www.biosciencemag.org  (March 2009) 

NEW MEMBERS  
 

   Lynn Barber—Fort Worth, TX 
               Jennifer Burtka—Stillwater, OK 
               Mark Dreiling—Bartlesville, OK 
               Jim & Mae Dean Erb—Vian, OK 
               Ann Gordon—Chester, AR 
               Jason Heinen—Stillwater, OK 
               William Jessie—Stillwater, OK 
               Adrian Monroe—Stillwater, OK 
               Tim Ryan—Oklahoma City, OK 
               Lauren Sandman—Coalgate, OK 
               Antoinette Verne—Fort Gibson, OK 
               Mark William—Garvin, OK 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

DONATIONS 
 

Doug Wood, Durant, OK -- Directed to 
Bulletin Fund 

 
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

The Oklahoma Ornithological Society would like to 
thank the Birds Record Committee, lead by Joe Grzy-
bowski, for the new Date Guide To The Occurences of 
Birds in Oklahoma, Fifth edition, 2009. 
The publication of the Date Guides is an important com-
ponent of the OOS's mission.  They worked hard and 
had the new Date Guide available at our recent fall 
meeting.  Each member will will receive one copy in-
cluded with their membership.  If you would like to pur-
chase one or more please go to our website, 
www.okbirds.org.  The price for one Date Guide is $6 if 
purchased in person;  $7 if purchased via mail or the 
internet. 
 
Again, thank you Birds Record Committee:  Joe Grzy-
bowski, Jim Arterburn, Jeff Cox, Vic Fazio III, Bonnie 
Gall, Jo Loyd, Larry Mays, Dan Reinking 
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Why Can’t I? 
by Berlin A. Heck 

 
I saw something dead on the road last week.  I stopped 

and, in my headlights, I saw that someone had hit and killed a 
beautifully colored Barn Owl.  It was perfect with hardly a ruffled 
feather.  It was already dead and I thought; “how attractive this owl 
would be when mounted and hanging on my wall by the fireplace.  
After all, if I do not use it, it will just lie there and rot”. 
 

Let me assume that I found a taxidermist to mount this 
owl, and I hung it by my fireplace to admire.  My friends would 
visit and just be green with envy.  How gratifying!  But now, they 
would just have to have a mounted owl to enhance the décor of 
their own drab fireplaces.  And then their friends, upon seeing their 
owl, would also feel the need for one. 
 

It is very, very difficult to find a pristine Barn Owl that has 
died from natural causes, but I have this friend who, for a fee, can 
get you a Barn Owl with which you can clothe your naked 
fireplace.  I believe that you can now see where this story is headed.  
And this is the reason for all those laws that prohibit possession of 
native, non-game birds and keep my fireplace drab.  Incidentally, it 
would be a rare and very foolish taxidermist who would get 
involved in mounting an owl for a friend or rich enemy; it is illegal 
and penalties can be high, including loss of his taxidermy license. 
 

And this leads to the source of these laws that prevent 
anyone without a special permit, from even touching a native non-
game bird.  Let me start by saying that the London Commercial 
Sales Rooms sold 1,608 packages of heron plumes in 1902, each 
weighing 30 ounces.  It took four herons to make a single ounce of 
plumes (Gary Stolz, USFWS). 
 

The plume business, similar to my hypothetical mounted 
owl business, began due to women’s hat fashions during the late 
1800s and early 1900s. The fashion mores required heron/egret/
spoonbill plumes that would be used in various attractive 
arrangements on hats.  And like the dope business today, if there is 
a market for something, there is always someone who will satisfy 
that market.  Plume hunting became a huge, highly profitable 
business as a result of this lucrative market, with correspondingly 
huge declines in the numbers of herons, egrets, spoonbills, etc.  
Sadly, the plumes are at their peak of beauty during their nesting 
season, and all the attractive birds are congregated in colonies at 
that time, making it easy for the plume hunters, while the young, 
that have no plumes and therefore no value, are left to die more 
slowly. 
 

The Snowy Egret (“egret” = French “aigrette” meaning 
“plume”) was heading toward extinction during this onslaught 
against nature, and probably would have become extinct were it not 
for the efforts of E. L. McIlhenny (creator of Tabasco Sauce) whose 
family owns Avery Island in southern Louisiana.  In the 1890s, Mr. 
Ned, as McIlhenny was called, obtained 8 young Snowy Egrets and 
raised them on the island.  He released them in the fall to migrate, 
and they returned the following spring to nest.  He had platforms 
built above the marshes on his protected lands where the egrets 
could nest in safety. It would still be years before laws were obeyed 
and enforced.  It was difficult to impossible to get anyone to arrest 
someone for making money hunting useless birds so he could 
support his family.  If someone did arrest him, both the prosecutor 
and judge were locally elected and would not fine a voter.  So there 

was still plume hunting after it was outlawed and it persisted until 
fashions and attitudes changed. 
 

Two early laws that made plume hunting illegal were the 
Lacey Act in 1900 (John Lacey, Iowa; signed William McKinley) 
and the Weeks-McLean Law in 1917 (John Weeks, Massachusetts 
& George McLean, Connecticut; signed Woodrow Wilson).  Full 
protection for all migratory non-game birds and their nests came 
with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) with Canada in 1918 
and later with Mexico, Japan, and Russia.  Other important wildlife 
protection laws such as the Endangered Species Act, have been 
passed since those early days, but the MBTA is the one that keeps 
the mounted Barn Owl off the wall; and I hope that you see the 
logic. 
 

As a federal officer for 29 years, I had enforcement 
authority for the MBTA.  During all that time, I never bothered a 
person who was carrying an injured, protected bird to a care 
facility, or a dead one to an authorized facility such as museum.  I 
appreciate their efforts and concerns. 

Speaking Bill 2009 Annual Fall Technical Papers Meeting 
 

Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) nest box use and reproductive 
success at Red Slough Wildlife Management Area, Oklahoma.  Ross 
Anderson and Douglas R. Wood - SOSU 

 

Some preliminary findings on yeast and bacterial growth in     hum-
mingbird feeders.  Chris Butler, Steven Frazee, Jill Stinedurf, and 
Ralph Jones - UCO 

 

Updating marshbird distribution in Oklahoma.  Eric Beck, Michael 
Husak, and Michael Patten Cameron University, Sutton Center, and 
Oklahoma IBA 

 

Winter bird community response to grassland heterogeneity.  Adrian 
Monroe and Tim O’Connell - OSU 

 

Yellow Rails in Oklahoma.  Jill Stinedurf, Chris Butler, and Jeff 
Kelly - UCO and OU 

 

Second year post-flood response by Prothonotary Warblers 
(Protonotaria citrea) at Tishomingo National Wildlife Refuge, 
Oklahoma.  Christina Newman and Douglas R. Wood - SOSU 

 

The changing dove fauna of Oklahoma County, Oklahoma.  Eric 
Judd, Chris Butler, Christopher Roy, Lisa Pham, and Nathanael Bur-
gess - UCO   

Effects of urbanization on the breeding biology of Scissor-tailed Fly-
catchers.   Diane Landoll and Jeff Kelly - OU 

 

The Oklahoma Important Bird Areas Program: an emerging force for 
bird conservation in Oklahoma.  Eric Beck, Oklahoma IBA and 
Cameron University   

 

Brownsville Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas insperata) 
metapopulation dynamics. 

 Chris Roy and Chris Butler - UCO 
 

Implications of variation in nest defense behavior in the Eastern Blue-
bird (Sialia sialis). Jennifer L. Burtka and Jennifer L. Grindstaff - 
OSU 

 
The ebird online checklist.  John Kennington - Oklahoma Audubon 
Council  
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Tahlequah Tales – A Summary of the 50th Annual  
Fall Technical Papers Meeting  
By President-Elect Doug Wood 

 
 A total of 60 OOS members, approximately 34% of our 
membership, attended the 50th Annual Fall Technical Papers 
Meeting of the OOS.  The meeting was well attended and members 
participated in a variety of activities and 
opportunities to socialize.  On Friday 
afternoon, October 23rd, Mia Revels and 
James Waffle hosted a fantastic social at 
Mia’s home on her beautiful property in the 
woods.  OOS members got to mingle, 
sample a nice variety of bird themed 
beverages, and snack on great food.  Mia’s 

house looked 
great and her 
new deck was 
quite a hit with 
OOS members 
and the steady stream of birds visiting 
her feeders.  Special thanks to Mia and 
James for all their hard work in putting 
on a fabulous social. 
 After registration started and 
silent auctions items started appearing in 
the meeting room on the campus of 
Northeastern State University, 

approximately 40 members gathered to hear Chris Wilson, Preserve 
Director for The Nature Conservancy of Oklahoma’s J. T. Nickel 
Family Nature and Wildlife Preserve, give an evening presentation.  
Chris gave a highly informative and interesting presentation about 
the role of the Nickel Preserve and the suite of habitats and species 
that occur on the preserve.  Chris taught us about how the preserve 
is managed and some of the key species they target for management 
efforts.  Members then retired for the evening so they could be 
primed and ready for the morning field trip to the Nickel Preserve. 
 Over 30 OOS members gathered in the parking lot, ok in 
the nice warm lobby, of the Holiday Inn Express on Saturday 
morning October 24th.  After adventuring our way to the preserve 
and gathering the flock, Chris led us on a morning field trip that was 
a feathered frenzy!  It was a 
“birdy” morning and we 
observed 67 species of birds.  
Chris was a great trip leader and 
everyone enjoyed the birding 
and camaraderie.  Thanks Chris 
for all your help to the OOS.  
We had to hustle back to town 
to get lunch and prepare for the 
afternoon paper session.  Prior 
to the technical session, the 
Silent Auction began with a 
wide variety of items up for this 
auction that raises money for the 
OOS.  Special thanks to Jeff 
Cox and Berlin Heck who 
brought a plethora of books for us to bid on.  My vehicle went home 
a wee bit heavier than it arrived! 
 The afternoon technical papers session had 10 research 
papers on a wide variety of avian topics.  I have included the 

speaking bill so readers can see the diversity of topics covered at our 
paper session.  We also had a talk from Eric Beck about the 
Oklahoma Important Bird Areas program and John Kennington 
gave a tutorial on the ebird online program.  I would like to thank all 
the speakers for their hard work and desire to present at our 
meeting.  Oklahoma has a robust ornithological society and it is nice 
to see the great work done by our researchers. 
 After the technical papers session, members attended the 
59th Annual Business Meeting.  At the conclusion of the meeting, 
the Silent Auction closed and folks lined up with their winning 
items.  After settling up, we hastened over to the banquet room to 
eat and get ready for our banquet speaker.  Dr. Charles Brown of the 
University of Tulsa gave an excellent presentation titled ‘Ecology of 
Buggy Creek Virus in the western Great Plains (or an ornithologist’s 
mid-life odyssey into virology, molecular biology, and public 
health’.  He discussed the role of the Buggy Creek virus and its 
impact on Cliff Swallows and House Sparrows.  Dr. Brown recently 
received the Elliot Coues Award from the American Ornithologists’ 
Union. This is a highly prestigious award given to innovative and 
distinguished ornithological researchers.  We are honored to have 
Dr. Brown among our ranks and are grateful to him for giving our 
banquet presentation. 
 The Fall 2009 meeting was a resounding success and I 
appreciate all the folks that contributed their time and efforts to 
make this meeting a memorable one.  The spring field meeting will 
be held at Hackberry Flat WMA.  I look forward to seeing all of you 
there.  The spring meeting is a great opportunity to observe and 
learn about birds while building lasting friendships.  See you there. 

James Waffle 

Mia Revels 

Chris Wilson 

ABOVE:  Dr. Doug Wood, OOS President-Elect, presents Dr. 
Charles Brown, guest speaker at the Saturday evening banquet,  
with a field guide to add to his collection. 
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OOS Conservation Report: December 2009 by Mark Howery 
 
Trumpeter Swan Sightings Sought 
 
Trumpeter Swan sightings have been increasingly frequent in Okla-
homa during the winter months over the past two decades.   As de-
scribed below, many of the swans that are seen in Oklahoma origi-
nate from nesting areas in Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota where 
biologist are trying to re-establish populations.  Some of these birds 
are marked with colored neck bands - long collars that are placed 
around the lower portion of the swan’s neck.   These collars are red 
or green in color and are printed with a unique combination of letters 
and numbers.  Using the collars, biologists can track specific birds 
and link their nesting territories, migration paths and wintering areas.  
In recent years, many of the Trumpeter Swans sighted in Oklahoma 
have originated from birds released onto wetlands in central Iowa, 
but swans of Minnesota and Wisconsin origin have been documented 
also.  The Trumpeter Swan Society is a 40 year-old non-profit or-
ganization based in Minnesota that helps to track and monitor the 
Midwestern swan population.  While all Trumpeter Swan sightings in 
Oklahoma are noteworthy, they are especially interested in any ob-
servations of collared swans.  If you observe a swan with a neck col-
lar, please contact the Trumpeter Swan Society through their Trum-
peterWatch program at www.trumpeterswansociety.org.  This infor-
mation would also be of interest to the OOS Rare Birds Records 
Committee (http://www.okbirds.org/obrc.htm)!  
 
Most Trumpeter Swan observations in our state occur between late 
November and early March, and the birds originate from three inte-
rior nesting populations.  One of these populations is comprised of 
Trumpeter Swans that nest on lakes and wetlands in the High Plains 
of eastern Wyoming, western South Dakota and western Nebraska.  
This population currently numbers about 500 birds, most of which 
are descendents of birds that were translocated to waterfowl refuges 
in South Dakota from Red Rocks Lake NWR in Montana during the 
late 1960s and early 1970s.  Some of these birds winter in South Da-
kota and Nebraska, but most are thought to migrate south and winter 
in western Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas.  These birds are not marked 
or banded, so their movements are difficult to track; however, they 
probably comprise most of the wintering Trumpeter Swan population 
in western Oklahoma. 
 
A second nesting population occurs in scattered locations in the 
Rocky Mountains from southern Alberta, Canada south into Mon-
tana, Idaho and western Wyoming.  These birds are descended from a 
small, remnant of a Trumpeter Swan population that was once wide-
spread.  In the 1960s, fewer than 500 Trumpeter Swans remained in 
the Rocky Mountains, mostly in the region around Yellowstone Na-
tional Park.  But currently, this population has grown dramatically 
since 1990 and now numbers over 5,300 birds, most of the popula-
tion growth in Canada.  Like the High Plains population, most of the 
Rocky Mountain swans are not marked or banded and their wintering 
range is poorly known; however, as their population continues to 
grow, it is increasingly likely that birds are finding their way down 
into western Oklahoma. 
 
The third interior population of Trumpeter Swans occurs across the 
Midwest, primarily in the states of Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin and 
Michigan.  These birds are the result of a coordinated restoration 

effort by these four states that has been on-going since the mid 
1980s.  These states have released swans from a variety of sources 
including cygnets from the Rocky Mountain population and from 
captive Trumpeter Swans.  Many of these birds, however, originated 
from Alaska where there is a relatively large and healthy population.  
The state wildlife agencies of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan 
annually collected eggs from wild nests in Alaska, hatched and 
reared them in captivity, then released them in pairs or small flocks 
in protected wetlands when they reached two years of age when their 
chances for survival are greater.  From several hundred cygnets that 
have been released in these states, there is now a growing population 
of over 4,500 birds.  At the time of their release, many of the Trum-
peter Swan cygnets in the Midwestern states were banded and fitted 
with neck collars to aid in tracking the movements of individual 
birds.  The neck collars were either green, yellow or red, depending 
upon the release site, and had a unique combination of numbers and 
letters.  Based upon collar observations, many of these birds are 
known to migrate south into Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Kan-
sas during the winter, and Midwestern swans probably comprise the 
majority of Trumpeter Swans that winter in central and eastern Okla-
homa.   Marked, Midwestern swans have been recorded from several 
dozen locations east and north from a line that extends from roughly 
Durant to Paul's Valley to Kingfisher to Enid.  Over the past 15 
years, Trumpeter Swans have wintered regularly in the vicinity of 
Bartlesville, Mannford, and Enid among other locations. 
 
In the early 1800s, Trumpeter Swans nested on freshwater lakes and 
marshes in a wide band across the northern United States, central 
Canada and southern Alaska, and had a population that may have 
been as large as 100,000 birds.  However, nearly all of the population 
east of the Rocky Mountains was extirpated by 1880 as a result of 
unregulated market hunting and habitat loss.  Since the 1960s, the 
populations in and east of Rocky Mountains have been increasing 
and today number more than 10,000 birds with an annual growth rate 
of 5% to 11%.  West of the Rocky Mountains, Trumpeter Swans can 
be found in southern Alaska and adjacent parts of British Columbia 
and the Yukon Territory.  This population numbers approximately 
25,000 birds and also is growing (at a rate of about 2% to 5% annu-
ally).  Most of the Alaska population winters along the Pacific Coast.  
Every five years since 1975, the Trumpeter Swan Society, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Canadian Wildlife Service and wildlife 
agencies in several northern states have conducted a coordinated esti-
mate of the Trumpeter Swan’s nesting populations.  This has pro-
duced some useful data regarding population growth and geographic 
expansion. 
 
Trumpeter Swans often live 20 to 25 years in the wild and pairs may 
"mate for life" or at least remain together for ten or more consecutive 
nesting seasons.  Each summer, the pair of swans will jointly raises a 
single brood of one to six young known as cygnets.  The young 
swans typically remain with their parent during their first summer 
and winter and during this time they learn how to find food and to 
avoid predators and other hazards.  Because of their strong family 
bonds, most Trumpeter Swan sightings in Oklahoma are of family 
groups or small flocks comprised or two or three family groups or 
pairs.  As Trumpeter Swan populations recover, the hope is that they 
will re-establish traditional migration corridors and wintering areas 
that will include Oklahoma. 
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Whooping Crane Update 2009 
 
All of the world's Whooping Cranes are descendants of a migra-
tory population that nests in the northern bogs and wetlands of 
Alberta, Canada, and winters along the Gulf Coast of Texas near 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge.  This wild Whooping Crane 
population has experienced a steady increase over the past 70 
years, and has risen from a population low of approximately 14-
16 birds in the early 1940s, to a population peak of 270 birds in 
the fall of 2008.  This past year has seen a setback in the Whoop-
ing Crane's recovery, but this should be temporary and rectified 
within the next two or three nesting seasons.  
 
Two hundred and sixty-eight Whooping Cranes arrived along the 
Gulf Coast of Texas at the start of the 2008/2009 winter season; 
however, at least 21 Whooping Cranes (15 first-year birds and 6 
adults) died on the wintering grounds.  This is nearly twice the 
normal winter mortality rate and most of the deaths appeared to 
be related to insufficient food resources.  South Texas has been 
under drought conditions since the spring of 2008, and this has 
increased salinity in the brackish coastal marshes and dramati-
cally reduced the number of blue crabs, which comprise a large 
percentage of the cranes' diets.  Coupled with the high winter 
mortality, the success of the 2009 nesting season was below aver-
age and this appears to be related to this year's unusually cool 
summer weather.  While at least 62 pairs of Whooping Crane 
pairs attempted to nest (a near record), only 22 nests were suc-
cessful and these fledged 22 chicks.  Whooping Cranes normally 
lay two-egg clutches, although in most cases they are able to suc-
cessfully fledge only one chick.  However each year, a few pairs 
raise both of their chicks - commonly referred to as "twins" - but 
this year was the first nesting season in nearly a decade in which 
no "twins" were raised.  As a result of mortalities and low repro-
ductive success, only 247 to 255 Whooping Cranes are expected 
to arrive on the wintering grounds this year.  The drought condi-
tions have persisted through 2009 and the Aransas NWR now is 
taking steps to carry out a supplemental feeding program this win-
ter.  This will involve placing grain (corn and milo) in automatic 
deer/turkey feeders scattered across the refuge in traditional crane 
territories. 
 
Despite the poor news regarding the migratory population in the 
central U.S., the Whooping Crane population overall is at a record 
high of 534 as of October 2009.  In addition to the minimum esti-
mate of 247 cranes in the Aransas migratory population, there are 
152 birds in nine captive facilities and 135 birds in two other wild 
populations.  There are currently 29 Whooping Cranes living in 
the experimental non-migratory population that was established in 
the early 1990s in central Florida.  Because of extremely poor 
reproductive success, there will be no further captive-reared 
cranes released into this population and it will be allowed to 
dwindle.  There are currently 106 Whooping Cranes in the other 
wild population.  This is an experimental migratory population 
that was established in 2000 by releasing juvenile cranes and 
training them to migrate using ultra-light aircraft between poten-
tial nesting areas in Wisconsin and potential wintering areas in 
Florida and south Georgia.  This population has seen limited re-

productive success that is expected to grow as more of the re-
leased birds reach maturity.  All of the cranes released into the 
two experimental populations originated from captive breeding 
programs.  The birds in the captive breeding program are de-
scended from young cranes that were raised in captivity, begin-
ning in the early 1960s, from single eggs that were collected out 
of two-egg nests on the Canadian nesting grounds of the migra-
tory Aransas population. 

A note from your membership chair: 
 
This is just a quick note to remind everyone to fill in the dues 
invoice and return it as soon as possible to avoid missing a sin-
gle issue of the Scissortail and Bulletin. I would like to chal-
lenge all of those with a life membership to pass the dues in-
voice on to a new prospective member. You can determine your 
dues status by looking at the mailing label on the front of the 
envelope that contained this mail-out (hopefully you haven’t 
already thrown it away). The first letters above your name and 
on the left indicate which dues category you signed up for (LF= 
life membership, RG= regular membership, FM= family mem-
bership, SS= sustaining membership, and ST= student member-
ship).  The two numbers to the right of your membership status 
indicates the year you have paid (for example, 08 stands for 
2008, 09 stands for 2009, 10 for 2010, and so on).  I would like 
to also remind everyone if they have a change of address please 
do not forget to notify me so that I can keep your membership 
up to date. Any time you have questions about your membership 
do not hesitate to contact me at dglass@rsu.edu or call 918-343-
7701. Hope you have a great Holiday and a great new year of 
birding---Don Glass.  

Leave No Trace  
As a birdwatcher you have no excuse not to minimize your im-
pact on the environment. Here are the rules, plain and simple:  
 
• Plan ahead to maximize your enjoyment and safety and 

minimize your environmental impacts.  
• Concentrate or spread your activity according to the site. In 

areas of already high impact, concentrated activities will do 
less additional harm. In remote, wild areas with low previ-
ous impact, spreading out an activity will minimize your 
impact.  

• If you take it with you, take it home again.  
• Dispose of bodily waste properly.  
• Dispose of all wastewater at least 200 ft (60 m) from any 

water.  
• Take only photos and recordings.  
• Leave everything the way you found it. Minimize altera-

tions to the site.  
• Minimize campfire use.  
• Respect the wildlife and observe it from a distance that 

causes no stress.  
• Respect other people by travelling in small groups, keeping 

the noise down, avoiding sites already under use, wearing 
colors that blend with the environment (except during hunt-
ing seasons), staying out of private property. and leaving 
gates how you found them.  
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Minutes 
OOS Business Meeting 
Tulsa Community College West Campus 
Jatras Student Center Auditorium 
Tulsa, OK 
October 4, 2008 
 
The Business Meeting of the OOS was called to order by Tim O’Connell. 4:26 PM 
 
Thanks were expressed by President O’Connell to Bryan Coppedge, Rebecca Renfro, and Don Paul. 
 
A request was made to the membership for recruitment of student members. Because it is peer reviewed, encouraged 
students to use the Bulletin for publishing. 
Reminded members of the 40th anniversary of the Bulletin. 
Recognized membership of 10 years, 20 years, and 30 years. 
 
Recognized John Kennington as our “webmaster”. 
 
Tim O’Connell has a facebook page for youth to look at, and provide a portal for people to become more familiar with 
OOS. 
 
Scissortail is always looking for articles, photos, and blogs, send them to Suzy Harris. 
 
We are looking for a new OOS logo, to update new t-shirts and hats, something that can be reduced to a letterhead. 
The new logo should be a Scissortail Flycatcher in flight, Oklahoma in the background. The winner will receive a life-
time membership to OOS. 
Would like to have final submissions by March. 
 
Nominations for 2009. 
President Elect:  Doug Wood 
Treasurer:  Nadine Varner 
Awards:  Tim O’Connell 
Special Projects : John Kennington 
Business Manager: Mike Duggan 
Archives:  Open 
 
Motion to accept:  (Bill Carter/Don Varner) 
   Passed by majority. 
 
Spring Meeting 
Early May 
Idabel Ok and Red Slough. 
  
Rebecca Renfro made a plea for binoculars. This is for the “no child left inside” National Initiative. 
 
Birders often times want to support area habitat but cannot with money so David Arbour suggested that we have a work 
day, perhaps build a stand or other projects to improve the area. 
Selman Ranch has fence marking, plastic on the fences to keep birds away from barb wire.  
Just cutting weeds along the marsh walking areas would help. 
 
Motion: Have business cards that say “I am a birder in your area for the natural environment. Leave tips at gas stations, 
motels, etc and leave the card. We can make an impact.  
(Don Varner/Bill Carter) 
Meeting Adjourned 4:55 PM. 


